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BILL - FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading..

The COLONIAL SECRE TARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew), in moving the second read-
ing, said: This Bill is introduced for the
purpose of enabling the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust to comply with the provisions
of the Customs Act of 1901, and give a
bond for the security of the revenue of
the Customs in connection with all goods
landed at Fremantle. The demand was
first made in 1904, and now it has reached
a stage of insistence. There does not
appear to be much reasonable ground for
the action of the Federal Government,
inasmuch as all goods entering Frernavtle
are kept in sheds which are under the
control of the Customs officials. A Cus-
toms officer holds thle key, and no goods
can lie removed from those shieds without
his authority, That, one would think,
would be sufficient protection for thie
Federal Government, but the Federal
authorities do not think it sufficient; hence
we are obliged to introduce this Bill in
order to enable the trust to give the bond
required. Sections 42 and 43 of.- the
Customs Act of 1901 read as follows:-

42. The Customs shall have the right
to require and take securities for comn-
pliance with this Act and generally for
the protection of the revenue of the
Customs, and pending the giving of the
required security iih relation to any
goode subject to the control of the Cus-
toms may refuse to deliver the goods
or to pass any entry relating thereto.

43. Where any security is requnired
to be given such security may be by
bond or guarantee or ecsh deposit or
all or any of such methods so that in
each ease the security shall he approved
by the collector.

It has long since been discovered that the
Fremantle Harbour Trust have no power
to give this bond, and it is for the pur-
pose of providing the requisite authority
that the Bill is introduced. I beg& to
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

AD.)OrIiNMtENT-SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J1. I. Drew) moved-

That thle House at its rising adjouorn
until Tuesday, 2nd September.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 0.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PETITION - kGRICIYLTURAL
SETTLERS' LIABILITIES.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE presented a peti-
tion signed by 97 settlers in the Eastern
agricultural areas praying for an inquiry
to be made into the financial distress pre-
vailing in those districts.

Petition -received and read.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE moved-
That the petition be printed.
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Mr. TAYLOR: Before the House de-
cides to go to the expense of printing
the petition I would like to ask if it is
the intention of the mover that the peti-
tion should be discussed in this House for
that, I take it, is the object in having it
printed.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: It is my intention
to give notice of motion that a select com-
mittee be appointed to inquire into the
position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : There has been a committee al-
ready dealing with the question, has there
not?

(Que,'tion lout aid passedl.

QUESTIONS (2)-STATE STEA-f
SHIPS.

Disbursement from Loan.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Premier: How much of the £100,000 for
steamships, being Item 55 in the Schedule
to the Loan Act, 1912, has been disbursed,
and what are the piarticulars of such dis-
bursement?

The PREMIER replied: To date the
sum of £105,634 2s. 4d. has been spent on
Loan and Loan Suspense Accounts, made
uip as follows:-''Western Australia,''
£63,632 16s. 4d.; "Kwinana," £18,982 8s.
9d.; "Eucla," £C13,651 Ss. 2d.; "Una '
£3,998 18s. 5d.; stock fittings, £C2,502 14s.
5d.; plant, stock, etc., £2,865 i16s. .3d.
Total, £105,634 2s. 4d.

Mr. George: Have you any authority
for that excess?

The PREMI1ER: Not from von.

Transfer of Management.
Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: In

view of the statement made by Hon. Mr.
Drew, and appearing in Tuesday's West
Australian, in regard to the management
of the State steamships, and the reply he
2rave to my question on the subject last
week, does he propose to make an ex-
planation of same to this House?

The PREMIER replied: I find that the
lion, member has not submitted any ques-
tion, in the usual manner, but if he refers
to his remarks during the discussion on

the Fremiantle Harbour Trust Act Amend-
ment Hill, and my interjection, lie will
find upon carefully reading the statement
made by the Hon. Colonial Secretary that
the Minister particularly points out that
it is not intended to place the Steamship
Service under the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, but, with the consent of the Com-
missioners, to make use of some of their
officers in connection with the manage-
mnent of the State Steamship Service.
Thus my reply, viz., "that the hon. mem-
ber's imagination was running riot," is
correct.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.
Mr. GEORGE (Mutrray-Wellington):

1 do not know whether I am in order, Mr.
Speaker, bitt I hope T am. I gave notice.
of a question to the Premier for the fol-
lowing day and lie said he would answer
it at once. He did give an answer--

Mr. SPEAL(ER: The hon. member is
not in order. The bon. member cannot
discuss this question.

Mr. GEORGE: Have I no right, Mr.
Speaker?

M1r. SPEAKER: The lion. member is.
not in order unless his intention is to ask
another question.

Mr. GEORGE: Having given notice of
a question to the Premier and passed it
on to the clerks, have I not a righlt to ask
why it does not appear on the Notice
Paper, together with the answer given?

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly. I have
no knowledge myself of the question.

The Premier: I have no knowledge
either.

Mr. GEORGE: 'Mr. Speaker-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I shall make

inquiry and if the lion, member has put
a quecstion of that character, though I
have no knowledge of il p~ersonially, I
shall give him the satisfaction he desire&
to-morrow.

Mr. GEORGE: krv there no means by
which it is competent for a member of
this House to ask for something more
definite than the Pren'ier has given in
the sneering remarks hie made use of just
now. It seems to me, if I may be allowed
for one moment to explain, that the un-
doubted privileges of this House are that
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a member may ask a question. Having
given notice of that question, and the
Premier having elected to reply at once,
I think it should have appeared on the
records of the House, hut it does not ap-
pear on the records. That the question
was asked and the answer given, the local
newspapers provide ample proof, and yet
neither Ilansard nor the Notice Paper
contains any reference to it. I do not
wish to complain of the clerks because
1 consider they are very assiduous in their
duties, hut I am entitled to some ex-
planation, and I have not had it yet.

The MININXDTE1'R FOR WORKS (Hon.
W, D. Johnson) : I would like to mention
that 1 had a complaint that was similar.
A question was asked by an hon. gentle-
man without notice and I replied. I ob-
served that tile Notice Paper on the fol-
lowing day contained no reference to it,
and on making inquiry I found that it
is not the custom of the clerks to record
questions when they are asked without
notice and arc replied to at once.

Mr- GEORGE: The difference between
the honi. member's cae and my own is
that I gave notice of a question asking
for an answer on the following day, and
if the Premier chose to answer it as lia
did at the time. b4t iii terms not quite re-
spectful to me. it is no reason why that
should lbe left out of Ilansard or out of
the Notice Paper.

M1r. SPEAKER: The hon. membier did
give notice of a question, but the Premier
promptly answered it, and T understood
that the bon. member was perfectly satis-
fied with the answer, and I have no doubt
that the clerks thought the same. I quite
recognise that unless notice is given of a
question no reference is made to it in the
Minutes, but when a question is asked it
must certainly appear in Hansard and be
reported there-

Mr. GEORGE: With all due respect.
if the Premier elects to answer at the time
a question of which notice has been given
for the following day, some record of
that should appear upon the general no-
tice of Votes and Proceedings, and in this
instance nothing does appear; at least,
I have not been able to find it. The ques-
tion was of some importance because sub-

sequent events have proved that although
the Premier was pleased to treat the mat-
ter lightly, the information upon which I
asked that question was perfectly Correct
and it seems to me that this is too big,
an item to be left to anyone's discretion
as to whether it shall be omitted from
the Notice Paper and from Hansard. At
any rate, I protest most vigorously
against it. If you, Mr. Speaker, will
make inquiries I will wait for the ex-
planation, but I shall want a very good
explanation to be satisfied.

The PREMITER (Ron. J. Scaddan):- I
do not want the hon. member to go away
with any misunderstanding. I recollect
that he gave notice of a question and I
gave him his answer, "No," and I still
adhere to that answer. I cannot find any
record of it in Hansard. The only qves-
( ion I can find any record of was that
which the hon. member submitted across
the Chamber and which I answered by
way of interjection.

Mfr. GEORGE: No, I banded it in to
the clerks. The bon. the Premier's answer
wa that I must have a vivid imagination.

Mrt. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) : Am I
to understand, Mr. Speaker. that the hon.
member for Murra-Wellingtn ov

notice of a question which he intended
to ask on the following day. and that the
Premier promptly answered it'?

IMr. George: That is so.
Mr. TAYLOR: Is that the reason why

it does not appear on the Votes and Pro-
ceedings of Parliament?

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to make in-
quiries respecting that. I have a very
lively recollection of a question having
been asked by the member for Murray-
Wellington and of the Premier promptly
replying to it. and I have no knowledge
of what has happened since, but I shall
make inquiries and let the hon. member
know the result of my inquiries in due
course.

Mr. George: Thank you.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SERVICE,
MAYI;AXDS AN,,D M5T. LAWLEY.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Railways : 1. Is lie aware that passen-
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gers joining trains at Maylands and
Mt. Lawley are subjected to much incon-
venience and delay through overcrowd-
ing 1 2, Will he take immediate steps
to remedy' this, by providing a better
service

The 31INISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied :1, No. 2, It is considered that
the accommodation provided is sufficient
for the traffic offering.

QUESTION-HTANSARD STAFF.
Mr. UNDEIRWOOD asked the Chair-

man of the Printing Committee :1,
flow many reporters and typists were
emdployed on the Hiansard Staff during
last session, andu for the pni eding- four
sessions of Parliament ? 2, What was
the total expenditure for each year

M-Nr. PRICE (for the Chairman of the
Printing Committee) replied 1,I In
1908, 9, 10. 11, five reporters wvere em-
ployed on the Hlansard Staff, and in 191
six reporters. The number of typists e-
ployed varies according to the sittings
of the two Houses. Up to 1910 typists
were only casually employed. In 191]
the Printing- Committee decided to em-
ploy four permanent typists at £120 a
year each as the basis of the typing
staff; other typists are emplo 'yed as the
exizeneies of thne work demand. 2, The
expenditure for reporters and typists
in 1908 was £1l980; in 1900), £2,157; in
1910, £2,205; in 1911 (system of pter-
manent typists inaugurated), £2,308; in
1912, £C2,791. The work of the staff has
increased in greater proportion to the
cost. In 1908, Hansard comprised 2,099
pages; in 1909, 2,554 pages: in 1.910,
3,773 pages; in 1911 (71/ weeks session),
1,567 pages; in 1912, 4,723 pages.

BILTrR4THTS IN WATER AND
IERRIGATION.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

RETURN-STATE STEAMSHIP SER-
VICE, 5.5. "EUC LA."

Mr. MALE (Kimberley) moved-
That a return be laid upon the table

of the House, showing-I, The cost of

running the "Rucde," including the
amount which has been exrpended in
repairs. 2. The amount earned by the
"Eucla" in freight and passage moneys.

Ile said :After mn*y experience of last
week at the hands of tbhe Premnier it
seems% to me futile to either waste my
own timne or the time of the House in
asking- any qluestions regzarding the
State Steamship Service. We lhave it
now laid down by tine Preirier Ihat ab-
solutel 'y no information will lie Oiven
its respecting thc steamers and, there-
fore, it seemsg to me that havin- that
laid down it will be simply wasiting time
to try and extract information from the
Covernment.'

'The Preirier : Are iou annoyedI
Air. MALE :Yes, I honestly admit

I am annosed. The questions 1 asked
last week in connection with the State
Steamship Service weore rea-onahle and
were questions to which I expected a re-
ply, and to which a reply could have
been i-ven. and if the reason raised by
the Premier, that it would be giving tin-
formation to other companies, had been
of any consideration at all, there might
have been, perhaps, some excuse for the
refusal. But the information asked for
would have revealed nothing to other
rompanies. or. at any rate, nothing which
would have been of use to them. it
would, however, have disclosed informa-
tion to the country which would have
been valuable, and of much use to us in
knowing wvhat 'was being dlone in connec-
tion with the State Steamship Service.

The Premier :I think we disposed of
that matter last week.

Mr. IfA LE :My reason in moving the
motion standing in my name this after-
noon is to try and get a little-I cannot
say, more information, because we have
had none-my object is to try' and get a
little information in respect to these
steamers. I want to find out, if I can,
wvhat justification there is fof running
the ''Eucla.'' It was given outt when
the State Steamship Service was being
inaugurated that the object was to reduce
the price of meat in the metropolitan area,
and I le steamers would he running for the
purpose of assisting the small squatters in
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the North, to enable them to market their
stock. Now, I do not think that the
Premier, or any hon. member on the
other side of the House, can say that the
running of the 'Eucla" is justified by that.
It has had no influence whatever on the
price of meat in the metropolitan area,
and I am certain that the running of that
steamer -will not benefit the small squatters
in the North.

The Premier: I agree with that.
Mr. MALI'i: If rumour speaks correctly,

as it somietimnes does, and there was a cer-
tain amount of truth in the rumour quoted
byv the member for 'Murray-Wellington
(Mr. George) the other evening, it seems
to me that the trade offering for that par-
ticular steamer does not justify the run-
fling of the boat, and I believe the people
in that part'of the State could have beetn
just as well served--

Mr, Gill: By the Adelaide Steamship
Company.

Mr. MALE: And the country would
have been better off if the old conditions
had been permitted to continue. I want, if
possible, to get information which will
show its what amount of freights and what
amount of passage money has been earned
by the "Eucla." We should also
have some idea of the volume of
business that vessel is doing and
some idea as to whether the con-
tinned running of that steamer is justified
or not. If not, why should we continue
the service? If it is justified, well and
good, and then we may let it continue.

Air. O'Loghlen: Why not say the same
thing- shout spur railways9

Mr. MALE: If rumour speaks correctly,
it would have been impossible for the Pre-
mier to answer my questions last week,
and I think it will be impossible for the
Premier to answer my questions this week.
inasmuch as I doubt very much whether
the books of the State Steamship Service
have been written up to permit of the
Premier getting the information required.

Mr. Bolton: Have you some more in-
side information?

Mr. MALE: Last week the Premier re-
ferred to the colossal ignorance of the bon.
members of the Opposition. Let me tell
the Premier that our colossal ignorance is

not as colossal as the bungling in connec-
tion wvith the State Steamship Service.
We find that the manager has had to re-
sign, that an acting manager has been put
in his place, and now the steamers are
to be passed on from that man to some-
one else.

Mr. Green: You are the agent for an-
other steamship company.

Mr. Bolton: And you should not discus
this matter.

11r. IMALE: I think I have everY
reason for discussing it.

Mr. Bolton: Golden reasons.
Mr. MNALE: I have a good reason to

discuss it when I consider that I am a non-
consenting shareholder in this wretched
company. The Premier objected to giving~
information last week, because it might re-
veal something to other people which
might be useful to them. As there are no
other steamers running in the same trade,
as the "Eucla," the Premier cannot raise
I he objection, that if he agrees to my mo-
tion, someone will be getting information
that should not be disclosed.

Air. Price: Do you wvish the p~eople of
Hopetoun and Eucla to get this informfL-
tionS

Mr. MALE: Yes, I am trying to get the
information for them.

Mr. Price: They could not get their
mails before,'and now you wish to stop
them.

Air. MALE: What I want is to find
out if the initiation of this set-vice was
justified, and if the Premier can prove the
justification for it, well and good. The
information I am seeking will, to a very
great extent, show nts what justification
thern was for the service.

Mr. Bolton: Would you stop itf
* Mr. M.%ALE: I would stop it if it were
not paying, provided equally good facili-
ties were given to the people in that part
of the country, and by such means save
considerable expense. The people in that
portion of the State had other facilities
before the advent of the State Steamship
Service.

Mr. Lander: What sort, coffins?
Mr. MALE: A subsidy was paid for the

conveyance of mails and they had their
cargo delivered to them, and the justifica-
tion that the Government claimed in the
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first place for tile initiation of the service
was for some other purpose altogether,
namely, the cheapening of meat in the
metropolitan area. The Government have
certainly shown their incompetence, and
it is my firm belief that the people, not
only in that part of the State, but else-
where, would be better seaved in every way
if they were served entirely by private
enterprise. We find to-day that the rates
are egqially as high as they were before.

Mr. Underwood: That is absolutely in-
correct.

Mr. MIALE: 1t i-s not absolutely incor-
rect.

Mr. Underwood : It is,
Mr. MALE: J have applied to the State

Steamship Service for rates and freights
and have found that they are higher this
year than they were last year. We know,
as a matter of fact, that the service on the
coast is no mlore' and no better than it
was before.

Air. Price: It is better.
Mr. MALE: Although I have not the

figures, I think it is quite possible 'we shall
find that less stock will be brought to Fre-
mantle this year than was brought down
last year.

Mr. Price. The "Eucla" is, not dealing
with stock. Will you tell me this-

Mr. 'MALE: No, 1 will not. I shall ad-
dress the Speaker and hon- members
through the Speaker.

The Premier: You know the "Eucla"
is not carrying stock.

Mr. M1ALE: The only justification there
was for the initiation of the State Steam-
ship Service, as given to us by tbe Gov-
erment, was for other purposes, and now
I want to find out by figures or by some
other information, whether this service
is justified, and whether the -running qf
the &Euclafl is justified by facts and fig-
ures. If 'we get the figures we can judge
for ourselves whether the facts are suffi-
cient to warrant the continuation of that
service. it is due to the country and to
us as shareholders to know what is going
on, and to know how our money is being
spent. So far as I can see this service
is going to run on for a couple of years
before we shall get a chance of debating
it 'with any facts before us. If the books

of the State Steamship Service have not
been written up and are not kept up to
date, what chance have we of seeing the
accouints before the end of this session,
and if we do not see them before the end
of this session. what chance have we
of debating or criticising-, or dealing
with these figures before next session.
And that will miean that the service
will have been running a couple of years
before i~ get a chanc e of assenting to it
or making a protest, or donn2 anything
else. We are fully justified in knowing
what is going- on. I trust the Premier
will give us some information ini con-
nection with this particular service,
although lie would not give us the in-
formation -with regard to: the service
about which I moved the other uight.
It was not my intention to Kp2,qk mLuch on
this particular motion, inasmuch a.; my
friend the leader of the Oppoiliiun, l-ad
motions tabled before mine' which would
have covered the whole :zrilsinu, 'lILt un-
fortuinately he wvas not hen.- last week.
and my miotions came on irst. I think
myI friend. the leader of the Opposition,
will have a fair idea of the manner in
which these motions will be received
from the way in which these motions
are being treated. It was, as I
said before, laid down by the Pre-
mier that no information whatsoever
was to be vouchsafed to us about the
State steamers. T do not intend to
i- orrv for the information. T have,, asked
for plain figures, and if the Premier will
give them to us, so mtich thlL b. ttcr. We
s;hall know to what extent the 5cr. ice is
justifled, and whether the (-i-peuditiire
incurred in connection with the steamers
is justified. He has told us this after-
noon that the loan moneys ranted in
connection with these boats have already
been exceeded. lIt is knownl ini rrgaM1d to

one steamer which cost £39,000 in Eng-
land that the expenditure in coannction
with the boat is now up to £63,000 odd.
I. cannot conceive how the value of that
steamer has been increased from £39,000
to £E63,000.

Mr. Bolton: What steamer?
'Ar. ALE: Not the "Endsa." In

connection with the "Eucla"' I have no
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figures, but I believe it now* stands to
cost £13,000. We want some inf or-
mation to find out how this capital
cost has been made up. We want to
know what accounts the renewals and
alterations have been eharegd to. Ap-
parently, the figures given this afternoon
show that renewals and alterations have
been charged to capital account. If that
is the case it is a monstrous proposition
because we know, as business men, that
renewals and alterations will not add one
Penn)- value to the boats. If we wished
to realise on the boats we would not get
any more for them than what was paid;
I doubt if we would get as much. We
would be veryv fortunate indeed if wye di d-et as much. I move the montion stand-
ing my name.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) :These
steamboats seem to hurt the member for
Kimuberley. The hon. member knows
as wvell as any other member why the
"tPucla" was put on the coast between
Albanyv and Eucla. He knows that it
was put on by the Premier, and if the
Premier had niot put that boat on he
would not have beet, worthy to occupy
the honourable position wlhic~h he does
to-day' . The boat was put on the coast to
stop one of the biggest swindles ever
tried to be perpetrated in connection
with the mail contract along thfat coast.
The contract for carry' ing the mail pre-
viouis to fresh tenders bein-X called for
was £C4,000 approximately, but what do
we find took place? A tender was put
in for carrying the maikq fo,' E6.000 odd,
and the Federal Government gave us to
understand that unless the tender was
reduced no mail would be carried by
water, but that they would have to adopt
the overland method of conveying mails;
and the hon. member knows as well ai
any other hon. member there was a ten-
der sent in for .CI,118. Will the hon.
member stand up and sy the Premier
was not justified in stopping a swindle
like that? Does the hon. member or any
other bon. member ptotest arainst a rail-
way' being run because it dloes not pay
from the start I Do we expect rail-
ways to pay from the very beginning I
The "Eucla" wvas not put on to Carry

stock, but to assist the strugg-ling selec-
tors at Eucla and down that coast. When
the hon. member wishes to put forward
a case he should put up an honest one
and not bluff the public with what I may
call misleading statements.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
The attitude adopted by myself on the
previous motion submitted by the hon.
member certainly covers the present mo-
tion submitted to this Chamber. This is
information that will be duly supplied
in accordance wvith the provisions of the
Trading Concerns Act, and the hon. mem-
ber is not one of those wvho having been
a 'Minister, is likely to agree to any pro-
posal that would mean giving premature
information, or information not assured
to be absolutely correct. The hon, mem-
ber knows very w~ell that when an Act of
Parliament has certain provisions which
arc binding on the Government it is a
direction from Parliament that no Min-
ister or Government can overlook, and the
provisions of the Trading Concerns Act
will be given effect to. The cost of run-
fling the "Eucla," including the amount
for repairs, will he duly shown in the
profit and loss account, and the amount
earned in passage money and freight
will also be shown. The bon. member ex-
pressed himself by saying that he was
very annoyed. I followed the hon. mem-
ber very closely to find out whether he
was annoyed beause he was a share-
holder in this "miserable concern," as he
termed it, or whether it is the interest he
has in the shipping companies of which
hie is agent. I am led to the conclusion
it is rather his interests as a shareholder
or agent in some other shipping company
rather than his interests as a shareholder
in this public concern that is annoying
the hon. member. Any action on the part
of the Government that interferes with
the privileges enjoyed by a few at the ex-
pense of the many always annoys those
interested. I suppose that will go on for
ever. The fact that the hon. member and
those interested with him is annoyed does
not concern me in the slightest. The Gov-
ernment will do what they believe to be
in the best interests of the community,
and because the hon. member is annoyed
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will not concern us in [lie slightest, and
will not make us leave the track along
the road to success for the benefit of the
taxpayers generally. I need not deal
with the point of view that this new con-
cern should be given a fair chance before
it is condemned, hut I would say on be-
half of the "Eucla" that it has already
rendered valuable service to the State of
Western Australia by preventing what
undoubtedly would have happened, the
closing altogether of the South-East coast
from proper maail communication. The
bon. member knows that setttlement wvas
the primary object and that was the rea-
son wvly thec "Eca was purchased for
that trade. As the hon. member for East
Perth pointed out, when the then existing
mail contract between the Adelaide
Steamship Company and the Common-
wealth Government expired fresh tenders
were called. We did not submit a tender.
We took no interest in the matter; we
knew nothing about it as a matter of
tact until the tenders were opened. We
were then informed by the Postmaster
General and the Prime Minister that the
tender submitted amounted to £6,500 or
£6,250, whereas they were then paying
£3,250 and the State Government were
contributing £C750 for the carriage of
mails along the coast, which meant a sud-
den increase from C4,000 to £6,500 for the
purpose of carrying the mails. One has
to admit that it was not merely for carry-
ing the mails for which the subsidy was
paid. It was pointed out by the Post-
master General that the mails could be
carried to the various points along the
South-East coast overland if that was all
that was necessary, but he pointed out
that rendering assistance to the settlers
was not so much a concern of the Com-
mon wealth as it was of the State, and it
had been the concern of our predecessors
when they gave £750 to the Adelaide
Steamship Company and obtained no-
thing for it, excepting the acceptance of
the tender by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for the carriage of the mails
along the coast. The "Eucla;" was never
purchased for the purpose of carrying
.oek from the north part of the State

to Fremantle or any other port. It was
Dever considered from that point of view

at all, but from the point of view of tak-
ing up the running between Albany and
the South-East ports. I claim on behalf
of the Government and the settlers theme
concerned that we have just as much in-
terest in the settlers in the South-East
as in any other part of the State. The
hon. member would obtain a similar an-
swer no doubt if he made the same
speech to the settlers as he has made this
afternoon. What does the hon. member
prpoe If it were found that the
"Eucla" was not paying he would im-
mediately remove the "Eucla." I sup-
pose he would sell her and then make the
Commonwealth find other methods of tak-
ing the mails along the South-East coast.
The other method adopted would be that
he would either accept the tender of
£C6,500 or takie the mails by land and if
lie did either of these thiings it would be
unjust to the taxpayers to pay that ex-
orlitant amount to the steamship com-
pany for carrying the mails; and if the
mails were carried by land quite a num-
ber of settlers in that district would be
absolutely ruined, floes the hon. mem-
hear suggest that we should ruin the set-
tlers for the sake of a few pounds? Al-
though I am not in possession at the
moment to say that is the case I admit
at once that the trade along the South-
East coast does not warrant the use of a
vessel of the type of the "Eucla," and I
have made representations to the Federal
authorities on that point. But when we
put the "Eucla" there the trade did war-
rant it. We are not responsible for the
falling off of the trade in that district,
but our friends opposite are responsible.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What nonsense.
The PREMIER: I say yes.
Hon. Frank Wilson: But T say no.
The PREMIER: I say yes, because

our friends opposite sold the smelter
which was erected by private moneys in
the Ravensthorpe district to a private
company, and the private company have
dlosed down the works and the district is
hardly known as a producing district to-
day. Not only is that the position, but
may I submit this question to our friends
opposite. If it is a correct thing to take
the "Eucla" off that running because she
is not paving, shall we also close our rail-
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way from Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe be-
cause that railway is not paying interest,
muelh less working espouses. If my
friend has any argument at all we should
close that railway as well, and take the
boat off and allow that part of the State
to go without any assistance at all. That
may be the policy of our friends opposite,
I do not say whether it is or not, but it
is not the policy of the Government of
the day. That part of the State should
he encouraged so far as it can he done in
the interests of thle State as a whole, and
I say even if the "Eucla" is running at
a slight loss, we are encouraging the de-
velopment of that part of the State, and
undoubtedly it is well deserving of such
encouragement,

Mr. George: If it is showing a loss,
why not admit it?

'The PREMIER: T am not admitting
anything about a loss. I said that even
if such were the (,as-

Mr. George: Well, if she is making a
profit, why not say so?

The PREMfTFX: I told the boil.
member that all the particulars he
requircs will ohtainahle in due course.
and they will be supplied in ac-
cordance with the law. Thle hon.
member for 'Kimbcrley said that he
was annoyed because lie was unable to
obtain the information. Thie hon. mecin-
bar apparently forgets that only a few
minutes previous to his moving this mo-
tion, I gave some particulars to the leader
of the Opposition in regard to the capital
expenditure on these particular boats:
that information was more in the natnre
of a return than an answer to a question.
but as there was no difficulty in supplying
the information, T readily gave it. As I
pointed out previously. the information
required by the leader of the Opposi-
tion in his question is totally dif-
ferent fromn that required by the
bon. member in pursuance of his mo-
tion. I have no objection to supplying
information that is really required in
order to enable hon. members to know
exactly what it is costing the country to
carry on our various trading concerns.
The hon, member knows that every month
we submit the receipts and expenditure of
the variousz State enterprises, and he has

an opportunity of criticising them from
time to time, and has not failed to utilise
that opportunity. The bon. member is
apparently mixing the running of the
"ELICla" with the running of the steamers
trading on the North-West coast. As I
said before, the "Encla" was never pur-
chased for trading with the North-West,
hut for the purpose for which she is now
used], anud the matter of reducing the price
of meat or giving assistance to the small
settle'rs inl the North-West could not be
issiged so far as the use of the "Eucla"
is concerned. or so far as; concerned our
intentions when wve purchased her. We
never had those purposes- in mind, and
Shierefore, I agree with the hon. member
when hie said that the "Encla" cannot
affect the price of meat or the develop.
nient or tie North-West in the slightest
degree; he is quite correct in his state-
nient. But the lion, member is not con-
cerned so muchl about the "Encla") be-
cause he was continually introducing
iitter- nbo'it other steamers which are
tradinx uinder conditions different from
the "Encla." and this is the first ccasion
1 have heard any public man or anybody
else complain of the action of the Gov-
crnmeiat in running the "Eucla" froin Al-
bany to thle ports along the South-West
coast, I would advise the hon. member
to get into touch with the people there
and Ihe trader'- at Alhany in order to see
whether tliey wvill agree with him that it
is not desirable to continue the operations
of the "Eucla" along that portion of the
coast. 1 would even commend him to the
mnember for Albany, who will tell him
some- of tie advantages to the settlers on
the coast and the traders oF Albany ac-
cruing from the running of that vessel.
T am not going to concern myself at this
stage about the fares and freights charged
by the Government on the State steamers,
more than to say that the hon. member
was not correct in his statement that.the
charges are higher than those charged by
private companies.

Hon, Frank Wilson: The hon. member
said that they were the same.

The PREMIIER:- The hon. member said
they' were higher.

MUr. Male: 1 said they were higher than
they were last year.
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The PREMIER: That is not correct.
Some charges may have been raised, but
generally speaking the charges levied by
the State steamship service are lower than
those charged by the private companies.

Mr. Underwood: They are lower abso.
lutely.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Kimberley can accept my assurance on
that point, I hope; if be will not '.the hon.
member for Pilbara, representing portion
of the North-West, will be able to give the
hon. member for Kimberley some evidence
to show that my statement is correct. I
can see no reason why these particulars
asked for should be supplied at this stage:
as I previously stated they will be sup-
plied in due course. I have been unable
to discover, although I have followed very
closely the remarks of hon. members on
the Opposition side during this discussion,
why they are so anxious to receive this
information at this stage.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Why are you so
anxious to keep it back?

The PREMIER: I assure the bon.
member we are not anxious to keep it
back, I am just as anxious as the hon.
member to know the hrue position of all
our trading eoncepns.

Mr. Afate: They make up their accounts
after every trip.

The PREMIER: So do we; we publish
every month a statement of our revenue
and expenditure in connection with all
the Government trading concern;, and we
will, in due course, in accordance with the
law of the land, produce a proper balance
sheet and proft and loss account for the
information of hion. members, and the
public generally, and even for the in-
format-ion of the shipping companies who
are so strenuously opposing this enter-
prise of the State to assist the producers
of the North-West and the consumers of
the metropolitan area. Therefore, in due
course, the hon. member will he supplied
with all the information he requires in
this direction and in every other direction
as well.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):- I
have a motion on the Notice Paper, which
would practically cover the grounds of
this motion; at any rate, so far as the

cost of running and the revenue earned by
the steamers are concerned, and of course
I would much rather have treated the
whole matter than refer to one steamer,
as the motion now before the House does.
However, the remarks of the Premier
necessitate that one should give some little
reply, even on this mlotion. The motion
of the hon. member for Kimberley is a
perfectly innocent one and it is a reason-
ale one: all he wishes to know is the
cost of running a certain steamer which
belongs to the State .steamship service,
the amount which has been expended in
repairs, and also what the boat has earned.
The question is whether members wilt, in
their wisdom, refuse to give the li.n. mem-
bier that information, and, of course, get
it for themselves at the same time,. or
whether they will say that it is reasonable
information to ask from the Premier and
the Oovernmenr qnd pass the motion in-
structing the Government to provide these
Qgures. I cannot, for the life of me, see
why this information should be withheld.
[Ibe hon. member has pointed out that the
public require the information. I can
emphasise that, and later onl when moving
my own motion I can emphasise it per-
haps in much stronger terms than at the
present moment. The public are anxious;
theyv want to know what these State
steamers are doing and what they are
costing the country. and the sooner that
information is forthcoming the better it
will be for all concerned, both Parliament
and the public.

Mr- E. B. Johnston: You will then rake
up some other bogey.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Hon. mem-
bers opposite are all bogies, and I will
knock them down one after the other until
r have cleared the deck of the whole lot.
The Premier, unfortunately, takes this as
a personal matter. Always -when an hon.
member on this side asks for information,
the Premier takes the matter as a persona!
one and hits back at once. It is a public
duty, so far as the members of the Op-
position are concerned, to ask for in-
formation, and no one knows it better
than the Premier. He exercised his right
to the fullest extent when he occupied the
position I now occupy. It is a public
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duty' of the members of the Opposition
to seek for such information as they
deem it to he in the interests of the public
to know, If we were asking for something
which it was impossible to provide at
reasonable cost and at reasonable trouble,
then I could understand the Premier and
his colleagues refusing to grant that in-
formation. Such refusals have been made
on many occasions when it has been
pointed out that the information 'when
given would not compensate for the extra
cost to the State in getting it. But to-day
we are asking for something which ought
to be on record month my month, week
by week, and voyage by voyage in t he
office of the State steamship service.

Mr. Underwood: Give us this day our
daily information.

Hion. FRANK WILSON : The lion.
mnember must refresh his memory and
repeat his prayer in proper language. It
is not information he wants but intelli-
gence, although I would not go so far as
to accuse him of colossal ignorance, as the
Premier has accused members on this side.
The Premier said that he was surprised
at our colossal ignmorance regarding the
Act governing trading concerns, and said
that uinder that Act he is going to satisfy
all corners, in due course. What does
that Act providef i provides that the
hooks of each trading concern shall be
balanced on the 30th June unless the
Government otherwise prescribe. Well,
nasuming that these accounts were bal-
anced on the 30th June, is it not time that
Parliament had them I

The Premier: We need not supply all
last year's accounts unless we choose-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has no choice in the matter- He is
responsible to the people and to Parlia-
ment, and he must give the information.-
I dare the Premier to refuse. Let him
keep) the thing in darkness and mystery
for another 12 months, and hear -what the
people will say. The Act only provides
that the accounts shell be balanced on the
30th June in each year, and it gives power
to the Government in Council to name
some other day, if they think fit. It
further provides that annually accounts
and balance sheets shalt be placed on the

Table of the House. So the position is
that we may very well go through this
session of Parliament, close down, and
never see those accounts.

The Premier: When should those ac-
counts commence in compliance with the
terms of the Act9

lHon. FRANK WILSON: Since the
Government comumenced running the
steamers.

The Premier: What about all the other
trading concerns? Why were they not
brought under the Act?

Hon. FRAK WILSON: I do not
know what the lion, member is referring
to.

The Premier:- The accounts of your
trading concerns were never kept.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The accounts
of all our trading concerns were kept in
accordance with the Act or laws of the
country, but even if we brokie the law a
thousand times that would not justify the
Premier ini following our lead. What is
the use of this childish attitude of saying
"You did something worse" -insinuating
that we did something worse, not proving
it?

'Mr. Mfunsie:. The public proved that at
the last election.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Well, if the
public did, they made a mistake, and they
are going to rectify it at the earliest pos-
sible moment. They cannot rectify that
serious error so far as the State is con-
cerned until they get another opportunity
by means of a general election.

Mr. O'Loghblen: Are you anxious for
it?

Hon,. FRANK WILSON: Let the Pre-
mier have an election at the earliest op-
portunity. I am ready for it.

Mr, O'Loghlen: And the country is
ready for you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The country
is quite ready for me. There is no diml-
culty about giving this information; in
all steamship companies' officies trip ae-
counts are kept with regard to vessels
under the control of the management.
There is a balance sheet prepared of the
running expenditure, and the revenue
earned on each trip, anti that is embodied
later on in a general balance sheet for
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the 12 months, or six months as the case
may be. I have only to refer to the evi-
dence given by our own steamship mana-
ger before the Royal Commission the
other day to prove my contention in this
respect. Of course I cannot expect, and
I suppose it is too much to expect, that
the members of the Government will credit
me with any knowvledge of this subject.
Taking the evidence of the State steam-
ship manager, we find the following ques-
tions and answers:-

Mr. Holmes: HEas a profit and loss
account been made out for each trip?

Mr. Sudholz: It has been made out
for each trip separately. We call them
working accounts. The earnings and
disbursements of each steamer are kept
separate and the disbursements are
classified under three headings which are
again sub-divided. The three headings
are the running charges which comprise
the payment made by the owner in the
case of a chartered vessel, the charges
incidental to any voyage, such as port
dues, and the third items are the charges
which are the direct results of the car-
rying of cargo and passengers.

Mr. Holmes: Is an account such as
you say is made tip in your office made
up in the Adelaide Steamship Coin-
pa ny's offieei

iMr. Sudholz: We have adopted the
Adelaide Steamship Company's system.

This shows at once that the information is
easily obtainable, and it is of no use for
the Plremtier to hide himself under any
Trading Concerns Act or the Auditor
General's performance of audits, as all
this informaltion can he got by a simple
journey to the Stale steamship office.

Mr. Gr~een: You ought to be pleased
that they have suich good bookkeeping.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We were not
so foolish as to have State steamers run-
nling which have cost this country a total
loss approximate to the total value of
the steamers.

The Premier: You promised to do the
same.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tf there is
anything that should make the Premier
hide his head for all time it is the admini-
stration of this department and the re-
stills of socialistic enterprise so far as the

State steamers are concerned. Thirty
thousand pounds was lost last year as
shown by the Treasury accounts, and the
amount will probably be £50,000 when we
get the accounts next mouth. The Pre-
mier says it is a new concern, that we must
give it time, and that it will be all right
it we give it time. I say that if they keep
going on as they have done the position
will be like that of the old w.oman who
was seliing eggs at Is. a dozen for which
she had paid Is. Id., and saying "It is the
big turnover that makes the profit."
The Government are going deeper
and deeper into the mire in cou-
nection with these steamers, and the loss
wvill be increased until the people take
the matter into their own hands and say
"So far, hut no further; we are tired of
these State enterprises and you can get
out and make room for someone else to
dlear up the mess."

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. mem-
ber is anticipating his motion.

Mr. Ulndervood: Ile is not doing it out
of ignorance.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am reply-
i'ig to certain interjections thrown out
time after time and to the Premier's re-
marks. Am I out of order, Sir? I do
not want to be deprived of moving my
motion.

Mr. SPEAKER; The hon. member will
have to be careful, otherwise he will de-
prive himself.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am reply-
ing to the Premier's remarks.

M r. SPEARER: The Premier confilned
most of his remarks to the South-East ser-
vice.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He refcrred
very strongly to the State steamship ser-
vices as a whole.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it is
wise. except in a limited sense, to pursue
that subject further.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: I want to
point out that the excuse of the Premier
was a certain Act we passed last session,
the Government Trading Concerns Act,
and that excuse is not sufficient. The year
closed nearly three months ago and it is
time that this House had information con-
cerniug an enterprise which hon. members
know, from remarks that have been let
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drop by the Premier time after time and
figures published by the Treasury, is on
the wrong side of the ledger. We want
to know where we are, It is no use hurL-
ing a thing and saying, "You must not
have the information." It is in the office
to-day and I guarantee 1 could go there
sand if the books are properly kept I could
take it out in a couple of hours. To say
that the information should not be sup-
plied to this House is insulting to its in-
telligence.

.Ur. George: It is very evasive.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier

referred to the good this steamer "Eucla"
was doing on the Southi-East coast. I have
no doubt she is to the limited few who
can avail themselves of the facilities shep
offers. The Premier says she is too good
for the trade, which is tantamount to
admitting an error of judgment, and it
is practically admitted that it would have
been better to have gone on paying the
subsidy.

The Premier: The "Eucla"l is better
than paying the suibsidy, they required us
to pay £3,250 per annum.

Mr. Mfale: And you will pay £5,000!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Very prob-

ably the Premier will. I have a vivid re-
collection of the engineer's report when
it appeared in the Press regarding this
steamer, some time ago, and if it is a
correct report it goes to show that the de-
preciation on this steamer will be some-
thing enormous.

The Premier: Are you sure you are not
mixing things uip?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I expect to
mix the Government up very consider-
ably before I am done with them. I will
tie them uip in a knot.

Mr. 'Underwood:- It would be a granny's
hnot.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It will be a
pleasant surprise indeed if the loss on the
running of these steamers is not more
than the subsidy which the Premier would
have to pay for a private system. The
smelter which has been referred to could
never have been worked unless there was
ore to work it with. Even if it were to-
day under the Premier's control he could
not work that smelter because of the im-
possibility to produce that ore. The

smelter was got rid of because it was a
losing concern, and because there was a
company which absorbed most of the
mines down there, and took it off the Gov-
ernment's hands and ran it themselves.

The Premier: You are speaking without
your book.

lon. FRANK WILSON: And just as
that smelter was got rid of in the in-
terests of the State, so no doutbt will the
"Eucla" have to be got rid of in the very
near future, because the State will niot
bear the burden of the State steamships
month after month. It is a steamuer which
ought not to be run while other people are
providing the necessary service. It seems
to me that the Premier wants to hide the
results -of his mal-admin istmrtion of this
service as long as he possibly can, and
for that reason he puts off the fatal day
for producing a proper report and bal-
ance sheet and supplying the information
which we have been trying time after time
to get, but without avail. T hope the
House will see it is a reasonable request
that the memher for Kimberley (Mr.
Male) has made in this mnotion, that it
will not cost any expense, and that the in-
formation should be made public.

Mr. IIYDEU'XVOOD (Pilbara) : The
leader of the Opposition says it is a
reasonable request that this information
should be given to the hon. member who
has just asked for it, and to the public
evencrally. I agree with the leader of the
Opposition in that regard; only it shouild
be given when it has heen duly audited
and proved to be correct by the Auditor
General of this State! according to the
laws of the country.

I-ion. Frank Wilson : You do not
want this balance sheet audited.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:- I would feel
absolutely satisfied if the hon. member
were audited. He was audited less than
two years ago. wvhich accounts for his
present position. I want to say a few
words in regard to the State steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is the "Eucla"l
that we are discussing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly; we will
discuss the "Eucla." The hon. mnem-
ber for Kimberley in discussing the
''Eucla" bas stated that the freights
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have not been lowered on the North-
WVest coast. I want to state, as a matter
of absolute and positive fact, as the bon.
member knows, that the fares have been
reduced by 10 per cent, all round, and if
the other companies come down to that
we -will reduce them another 10 per cent.
As a matter of fact the Government
boats are trading& and carrying passen-
gers for 10 per cent. less than the com-
panies represented by the lion, memurber
for Kimberley were. The lion, member
says the freitrlits have not been reduced.
He can get hullocks shipped now from
Broonic or Port Hediand at £2; the
companies are charging £2 10s, He can
get them shipped from Derby for £2 2s.;
the companies are chargingl £2 10s.
These are plain. straighitforward facts
which the hnn. member must be aware
of.

Mr. Oeoirge :What has that to do
with the ''Eucla''?

Mr. UNDERWOOD :Nothing. If it
did, the hon. member wouldt not under-
stand it. 'With reference to the state-
ment that fares have not been reduced,
the hon. member knows absolutely that
they have. With reg-ard to the p urpose
for which these vessels were put on the
coast, there are different opinions. Some
bon. members on the opposite side of the
House have pitt lip curtain statements
and say, ''This is what they were put
there for.'' In my opinion they were
put there to assist the settlers in the
North-West and on the South-East
coast. In regar1 to the South-East, I
have not tine slightest shadow of doubt
that the "Euela" is giving a better
service than has ever been on that coast
before. With reg-ard to the North-West,.
I can say that we found particularly,
on the down trip, that one could not ship
anything from any of these Ports. I
came through Port Hedland just after
last election and one could scarcely get
on the Port Hedland wharf for wool.
The companies trading there then would
not call in and take the wool. on the
south trip. There was tin, any amount
of it, lying on the Port Hedland wharf
for months and months, and steamers
have run by and left it there. As soon

a , Cie Government put a boat on that
coast the other companies would come
in for a shearer's swvag.. WVe have never
been short of a ship at Port Hedland
since the "Kwvinaua" started running,
and so far as the settlers of the North-
West are concerned I ami quite prepared
to leave the 'case to them.

31r. Male :So am 1.
M1r. Ul).\EIIWOOF): Yes, and yourl

next opponont xtill be prepared to do
so too. The ntatenucut that we were only
to carry the sitiall squatters originated
in tine imaginal iou of the imaginative
members opposite. There has never been
any such statement rmacto. It arose out
of the extraordinary imagination of mem-
bers opposite. Those ships in my opinion
-and I had as much to do with them as
aiiv man in the H1ouse; I have always
advocated them- were put on the coast
for tine benefit or settlers on that coast,
whether large or small. There is this
to be said to thne credit of the Govern-
ment-

Mr. Mfale :You tire hedging now.
M1r. UNDER WOODl) Do You not wish

I -would.
Mr. SPEAKER :The hon. member

must address the Chair.
Mfr. UNDERWOOD :I am endeavour-

ing to do so, but thr ignorant remarks
from opposite take me off my course
occasionally, just as a stray dog would
disturb a flock of sheep. In regard
to those ships, I w'ant to say that the Op-
position have endeavoured by every pos-
sible means to detract from the benefits
the ships have given to the people of the
coast. They know that they are going to
get a balance sheet. This Government
passed an Act making it law that a bal-
ance sheet should be distributed. They
know they are going to get that balance
sheet, and they are afraid it is going to be
in favour of the steamers. They are
afraid it is going to he against Holt's line,
which employ' s black labour on the North-
West coast. They are afraid that when
this balance sheet comes forward the peo-
ple of Western Australia will be satisfied
that white men can run the ships on this
coast and that black men can get off it;
and those influenced by the companies,
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and those making profits by being agents
for these companies, naturally want to dis-
credit these ships before thi properly
audited balance sheet comes down. It has
been provided that the balance sheet shall
be issued-

Mr. George: When?

'Mr. UNDEiRWOOD: When it is made
out. In doing that, we provided some-
thing which the Opposition were afraid
to provide.

Mr. M1unsie: Which they refused to pro-
vide.

Mr. UNDER-WOOD: The hon. member
says we are going to do things in a huffy.
There is one thing we did in a hurry-we
put him in his place.

Mr. George: Who is that?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: You.
Air, George: In what way?
Air. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. tTNDERWOOD: Now, in regard

to this proposition of trading concerns, the
previous Government had trading con-
cerns, several of them. They never made
the slightest provision to have the accounts
audited or presented in anything like a
proper condition. They never gave us
the slightest information in regard to
them.

Ron. J. Mitchell: We never denied you
information.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not even
ask for it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: When the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) is fin-
ished I want to say the system of book-
beeping adopted by them would not per-
mit of their giving information. They did
not know themselves. This Government
desire that these things should be tried on
their merits. We want accounts to be pro-
perly kept and properly audited, and
therefore we passed a measure providing
that they must be audited and properly
taken out. But one of the difficulties
which the. Government have to face is
that there were previous trading con-
cerns, balance sheets of which should
have been brought forward years and
years ago; and those trading concerns,
through the mismanagement of the pre-
vious Government, through their neglect-

ing to get out balance sheets, make it
most difficult for this Act to be applied.

Hon. J. Mitchell You did not have your
hooks written up at a[l

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did not the
previous labour Government do sonme-
thing of the sort ?.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As I said, it is
impossible to go back. The leader of the
Oppositiou endeavoured to make some
capital out of the evidence given by Mr.
Holmes before the Royal Commission. I
just want to express the opinion that J.
S. Holmes is a pimp.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. Frank Wilson: I object to that ex-

pression; it is most offensive.
Nlr. UNDERWOOD: The lion, member

says it is most offensive. Jut a while
ago he used the old worn-out platitude,
and referred to my ignorance.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 never mentioned
your ignorance.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Ohi no, you did
not know about it, did you. I say that
J. J. Holmes has acted the part of a pimp.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I have al-
lowed hon. members a good deal of lati-
tude on this question, but I find it always
leads to difficulties in ultimately restrain-
ing the debate. If I insisted upon bon.
members strictly discussing the motion,
hon. members would complain of being
gagged, and so I have to allow latitude;
but immediately I allow a little latitude
still more is taken. I ask hon. members to
respect the latitude I give them, and lo
help me in keeping them as close to the
motion as they can be kept.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As a representa-
tive of the North-West the hon. member
who moved this motion was absolutely out
of order when he referred to the North-
West at all, and as another representative
of the North-West, I say that if you give
him latitude I am entitled to it also.

Mr. SPEARER: Order! The hon.
nmemnber who moved the motion may have
exceeded the terms of his motion when lie
referred to the North-West, which un-
doubtedly he did; but very frequently an
hon. member exceeds the terms of his mo-
tion for the purpose of applying his re-
marks to the motion, for the purpose of
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making illustrations, and it is very diffi-
cult for me to know when to 1pull him uip
if I am to be strictly fair to him. But
because in (bis instance the mover of the
motion referred to the North-West, I have
allowed other members to refer to it also,
and the hon. member who now complains
has not been backward in makirn remarks
in regard to the North-West, either. But
I would ask him to restrict his remarks to
thme motion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD) : The leader of
the Opposition has referre-d to te evi-
dence given by 'Mr. 11hlme before the
conmmission.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have ini.
The Premier: You read the evidence.
Hon. F'rank Wilson ; I did not; [ read

the evidence given by Mr. Sudholz.
Mr. O'Loglilen : And the questiRolls Put

by Mr. Holnmes.
lion. Frank Wilson: 1 read the evidence

of Mr. Sudholz in regard to accounts.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! After all, the

explanation is unnecessary. The hoti.
member can apply himself to tile ternas
of the motion. I intend to make no fur-
ther restriction in his ease than I have
done in the other case, but I want the
House to help me to keep order and carry
on the business in a proper manner, If
they fail in that respect, I shall be comn-
pelled to insist that no divergence what-
ever be made from the strict terms of the
motion. I ask the hon. member not to
discuss Mr. Holmes, because Mfr. Holmes
has nothing whatever to do will, the mo-
tion.,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was only mak-
ing a passing reference to Mr. Holmes,
and I am sorry to have had to do so. I
just 'want to say that in regard to the
Royal Commission on the State Steamship
Service mentioned by the leader of the Op-
position, that commission, to my mind, in-
quired really as to the ability of one par-
ticular man, namely, 'Mr. Sudolz. All I
can say is that I have met Mr. Sudolz,
and I rather appreciated him. I regret
personally that he has seen fit to resign
from his position. I sincerely trust that
those who have been instrumental in hav-
ing his removal brought about are now
satisfied.

Mr. B. J. Stubhs: And ruined his health.
Mr. UNDERWOOD; 1 am not connting

his health, hut when one has a man shifted]
I think we oughlt to drop it. I would,
anyway, and I would be ashamed to men-
tion it. The leader of the Opposition said
thaot his Government was not so foolish
ais to attempilt to run State steamems.

1E1(n. Frank Wilson :S ovh as these.
was wvhat T said.

Mr. UNTDERWOOD): I have a lively
recollection of Acting Premier Gregory
-.,mine along at one time, and with
a great outburst of splendour in the way
of oratory and verbiage, announcing that
lie was going to have an inquiry, and that
if as a result of that inquiry it was found
that the people of the North-West were
not getting a fair deal, he would run
State steamers. I have another recollec-
tion, so late as the last election, of the
leader of the Opposition and his party
COrning forward and claiming thant they
were going to run these ships.

Mr. George: Not these ships.
Mr. U7NDERWOOD: But other ships.

Of course the hon. member will tell us
directly that he has always been in favour
of karri; but it was not the same karri
as we are dealing with. If 'we have to
listen to the experience the hon. member
tad it must lead us to the conclusion that
he camne out of the Ark. I have very little
more to say. I trust the Opposition will
be able to restrain themselves for a few
weceks in regard to this motion. They
will then get the information brought right
uip to date, and will know that it is abso-
lutely sound, because it will have been
audited by the Auditor General, over
whom the Government have no control.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
If the hon. gentleman who has just re-
sumned his seat wants about time shortest
reply that can he given to his maunder-
ins, it is supplied in his last sentence,
when be says that if the Opposition will
only wvait a few weeks they will have
the accounts brought uip to date, and
properly audited. If there is any rea-
son for applying any weight to the Pre-
mier 's remarks, the hon. member who has
just spoken is, in his own favourite
simile, knocked into a cocked hat. The
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Premier stated that under the Trading
Concerns Act it is necessary to furnish
accounts to the end of June. We do not
want to wait until October to get ac-
counts for June. We arc asking for
accounts for June. and we have a right
to get them. If a mail in business
troubled himself as to how his accounts
wvere going only at the end of twelve
months% instead of looking into the posi-
tion each month, he would very' soon find
himself in the Bank parlour, and after-
wards in its correlative stage-the
Bankruptcy, Court. Any mail knows,
hon. mnenmbers supporting the Govern-
ment know, [lint in ordinary daily life
they balance uip, as traders and bankers
balance tip, whether they have a pound
or wvhether it is a matter of a few thous-
and pounds. They do not wait for pro-
perly audited accounts, but they put
their hands in their pockets and find per-
haps A stiver. If they have not got it
they know they cannot "shout,'' and if
they have, they know they can try to
dodge it. The motion has nothing to
do with the lion. member or with the
promises of the Opposition. but with
the performances of the present Govern-
ment. Surely the present Government
in their strength, supported by their
mighty majority, buttressed tip by the
Trades Hall and the Labour Congress
are absolutely afraid to put before the
House, apparently too cowardly to show
to the country the result of this enter-
prise.

The Premier You are the biggest
coward I know.

Mr. GEORGE :I am only speaking
figuratively.

Mr. SPEAKER :Order !The hon.
member must not use that languag-e. It
only provokes retaliation.

Mr. 0 'Logblen It is one of his usual
spasms.

Mr. GERORGE :I am not referring to
the personal courage of the Premier. I
should be foolish to do that.

Air. Reitnn : If a man is a coward
politically, lie is a coward personally.

Mr. GEORGE : As far as the bon.
member for Cue is concerned-

M-r. SPEAKER :The hion. toember
must drop those terms.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Is thi4 Your per-
oration I

-.1r. (GEORGE :When T was so illy
consequentially interrupted lby a lot of'
interjections which have very little sense-
on their face, I was painting out that
the hon. member for Filbara and the Pre-
mier were not in the same street. The
Premier has told uts that we shall have
Properly audited balance sheets in due
course. We are not asking for them.
W~e are asking for wvhat the Premier
muuust have in his possession. I refuse to
believe that the Premier is such a poor
luau of business as not to have this in-
formation; be must have it in his office
uip to the end of the month. if
members of the House have any rights,
I amt beginning to believe that we
have net, we should certainl 'y have a
right to this information. Will the
Premier be frank and face the situa-
tion and tell the Opposition straight
out that he will not give them any infor-
mnation whatever and lct the country
understand it 1 If so, I shall be per-
fectly satisfied. 1 will noti waste my
brethi and my' honest indignation on a
brick wall.

The Premier : What
Mr. GEORGE : I know the hion. mem-

ber cannot understand the honest part.
The Attorney General : Neither of

those things is here.
Mr. GEORGE: I can believe the At-

torney General. Neither of those things
is on the Government side. Both are on
this side.

The Attorney General: The brick wall.
Mr. GEORGE: I am trying to get the

Premier to face the situation. He will
have to face it sooner or later. Is he
going to tell the people of the country
that in his position as Premier be refuses
to 'give to their representatives in Par-
liament any information which they are
entitled to have? Is he going to tell the
country that he knows this particular ship
has lost money to such an extent and is
losing it every day, every week and every
month to such an extent that be is loo
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timid to let the country know how it is
bei ng- baminboozled?-

The Premier: Y'our imagination is run-
tiing- riot again.

Vfr, GEORGE: Is the lion. Premier
gzoing to have the front to bring into the
House next week a Land and Income Tax
'Bill impousing taxation on the people, the
-amount of which is governed and con-
siderably affected by thie loss which is
being made on these nonsensical steamers?
The liou, member for Sussex wanted to
know the cost of repairs. I was down in
Albanyv last A~pril and saw a most inter-
esting sighit. It was worth paying to see
and was more interesting than a picture
show. There wvas our beautiful ship the
C"anela." and four men were engaged in
chipping the funnel to get the rust off.
There were nine persons and one officer
engaged in bringing along the wharf a
pair of steps which two men could have
carried with ea-e and neither would have
needed liquid refreshment if he had car-
ried it alone.

Mr. OtLoghien: What were you drink-
ing

Mr. GEORGE: There was the Govern-
ment steamer "Eucla" at Albany-

Mr. Harper: And the Government
stroke.

Mr. GEORGEF: And as I said the men
were chipping the funnel. I was on board
the steamer "Raroola" and it occupied
an hour to berth her at the wharf.

Mr. Heitmaun: I suppose those men
would be the crew.

Mr. GEORGE: And the amount of rust
which these men chipped off the funnel
in that time could hardly have been
covered by the papers of the cigarettes
they consumed,

Mfr. Heitmaun: That is a statesmanlike
utterance.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know about it
being statesmanlike. If it were I should
be casting pearls before swine to place
it before the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member 'will withdraw that statement and
apologise.

Mr. GEORGE: Well, sir, I only men-
tioned a quotation from Scripture. May
I not be allowed to-

Mr. SPEAKER: No.
Mr. GEORGE: Then I regret that the

Biblican authors--
M1r. SPEAKER : Order! The lion.

member will take his seat. The hon. mem-
ber must not refer to another hon. mem-
ber in these termis-casting pearls before
swvine. The very strong inference is that
the hon. member for Cue, we!lI-the lion.
mnember will withdraw,

Mr. GEORGE: If I have hurt the
feelings-

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not care whose
honour has been hurt. I ask you to with-
draw and apologise.

Mr. GEOR GE: I withdraw and I regret
that I allowed my honest indignation to
run onl biblical lines.

The Premier: Take the hair off your
head.

-Mr. GEORGE: Nature has done that
for the Premier, but has been more kind
to me. Well, I withdraw the remark and
apologist. I hope the hon. member will
understand that interjections such as he
makes cause me to retaliate. I am sorry.
Regarding this ship, I say that without
fear of contradiction, there is not a mem-
ber of this House bat if he had seen the
same thing, would be absolutely satisfied
that there is a great waste of money and
time going on.

Mr. Heitman: Would you condemn
the service altogether from that incident?

Mr. GEORGE: No, and I am not con-
demining the "Eucla"; because I do not
know enough about her, but what I want
to know and am condemning is the un-
necessary secrecy shown by the Premier
and his desire for secrecy when he refuses
us this information. T hare said and I
repeat it again, that one half of the
troubles which the hon. gentleman brings
upoa himself, troubles which tend to
lower the dignity and office he occupies-

The Premier: Do not worry about me.
Mr. GEORGE : One half of his

troubles, I say, arise from the fact that
either he mistakes, his position or else
evades his responsibilities. The responsi-
bility of the Treasurer of this Stale is
to be free and above board in his various
statements.
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Mr. O'Loghlen: Are you suggesting
that he is otherwise?

Mr. GEORGE: And the Premier can
do no good by keeping this inforniation in
a pigeon-hole. That the hon. member has
the information is beyond question. I
am satisfied lie lias too many brains to
ever allow these concerns to go on without
having information regarding their posi-
tion brought before him every month. He
knows that lie receives a daily balance
from the Under-Treasurer regarding his
funds and that he gets a daily report from
the Railwvay Department and from other
sources - I (1 not know about the
butchers' shops, though they also ought to
supply one-and why cannot he give us
this information? To put us off with the
excuse that it ought to be audited is to
throw a reflection quite unwarranted up-
on the capabilities of the accountants -who
have to deal with the accounts. Turning
back the old records of the proceedings
of this House we can find almost every
week instances of returns having been
given by the Railway Department. Some
hon. members wanted to know what had
been earned in certain excursions and
others wanted to know what had been
paid in wages in a particular direction,
and so on. What course w'as then
adopted? The Government did not wait
for the Auditor General to audit the ac-
counts. The Commissioner had the figures
obtained from his books and sent to the
Premier and all the Premier has to do in
connection with this request is to send for
the accountant dealing with the steamship
affairs and ask for the figures and present
them to the House. If T were in the
Premier's shoes, which God forbid-

The Premier: Hear, hear 1
Mr. GEORGE: If I may explain what

I was going to say, ii was God forbid
that I should be in the circumstances In
which the hon. Premier now is. If I
were in the circumstances in which the
Premier is at present-

Mr. Thomas: Do not worry.
M1fr. GEORGE: I will not be worried

by the hon. member. The country is en-
titled to the fullest information regarding
these enterprises and the more so because

there have been on all sides of political
opinion a considlerable amount of anxiety
in regard to them. If they are not paying
it is open to the Premier to say that he
has not had a fair time and that in start-
ing all businesses there must be a loss and
n heavy expenditure to begin with, but
let the Preamie r take the people into his
confidence. From his experience he must
know he has never got over any big trouble
by, try'ing to hide his head beneath a pil-
low,. or, like the ostrich, in the sand. A
man faces the situation and if the Pre-
ii ir does so. the couintry will like him
the more for it.

Air. Bolton : Like your redistribution.
Mir. GEORGE: I never redistributed.
Mir. Bolton:- You had a bit in it.
Mir. SPEAKER: The lion. member

inmust stick to the question.
The Premier: He has not touched it

yet.
Mr. GEORGE: I have touched the Pre-

mier on the raw anyhow. What does the
hon. member for Kimberley ask?

The Premier: You do not know after
reading the motion.

'Mr. GEORGE: I do not know what
constituency the Premier represents or
misrepresents.

The Premier: I represent the State.
Mir. SPEAKER: Order! Whatt has this

lo do with the question?
T.%r. GEORGE: Nothing at all.
Mir. SPEARER: The hon. member--
Mr. GEORGE: I could not help the in.

larleetion.
Mr. SPEARER: I cannot allow the

hon. member to go on like this. He is
embellishing bis remarks with a lot of
matter not apropos of the subject. He
is asking for information and is alleging
that the Premier is refusing the inforam-
tion as far as this question is concerned,
and he is resenting the Premier's refusal.
I must say that he is in order, so far as
that is concerned, but I hope he will get
back to the question some time.

Mr. GEORGE: I did not remember the
constituency which the mover of the mo-
tion represents.

The Premier: Do you remember your
own,1

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know the Pre-
ier's.
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The Premier: And the constituents do,
not know you.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GEORGE: Before tealI wa- trying
to impress upon the Premier how baseless
was the opposition that he was waking to
the return moved for by the hon. member
for Kimberley. I showed that it was abso-
lutely unnecessary that he should keepi
.the House waiting for these figures on the
plea that it was necessary to have a fully
audited balance sheet, If it was nees-
bury to give a concrete example to con-
tradict the 1Premier, I need only refer to
the figures which he gave to the bon. mel,,-
ber for Sussex (lon. Frank Wilson) to-
day when that gentleman asked a question
regarding the expenditure on steamships,
and how much of the £100,000 mentioned
in the schedule of the Loan Act, 1912, haed
been disbursed. The Premier gave cer-
±ain figures but he gave no certificate that
those figures had been audited by the
Auditor Genieral. He knew perfectly well
that that was not necessary, and there is
no necessity that the figures asked for in
this motion should be other than ordinary
trading figures which the Premier must
have every month placed before him, and
about which, no doubt, he consults his
colleagues. I maintain that if this atti-
tude on the part of the Government to re-
fuse reasonable information is continued
in this way, it proves to the country that
there is something of which the Govern-
ment are ashamed, something of which
they are not proud, and which they desire
to hide and keep secret.

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. GEORGE: I have the word of the
Attorney General that it is nothing of the
sort; then let the lion. member get lip inl
his place and repair the omissions of his
teader, and give to us the figures which he
knows perfectly well it is desired should
be given to the House and the country.

The Attorney General: You know that
you will get the figures as provided for
by Act of Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Next year.
Mr. GEORGE: We are not all trained

legal men, thank the Lord, and we cannot

all get on to these subtleties which occur
to those trained in this particular profes-
sion, but we can understand the figures
that 'ye are asking for, and we are not
asking for them from any paltry motive,
bitt because we know the great anxiety
(here is throughout the whole of Western
,australia, and that anxiety is not confined
to the ranks of the Liberal party.

Hon. AV. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) :Is there a Liberal party nowi

Mr. GEORGE: The whole of the people
of Western Australia want light thrown,
into these dark places. Where the Govern-
ment are anxious to hide things only one
inference ('an be drawn, and it is not good
for the Government, and is unworthy of
the traditions of this honourable House.
What do we ask fortV The cost of running
the "Eucla," including the amount which
has been expended in repairs. All that is
necessary is to state £10,000, £15,000, or
£50,000 as the ease may be. We do not
ask for shillings and pence. We also ask
for the amount earned by the "Buela" in
freight and passage moneys, and the mem-
bers of the Government with their uneasy
consciences think that if they give this in-
formation they will be subjected to the
criticism which they know very well they
deserve.

Mr. Foley: They are getting it whether
hey deserve it or not.

Mr. GEORGE: Because they know per-
fectly well that they deserve it, they are
trying to put off the day of reckoning. It
is idle for the Premier to state that the
leader of the Opposition, when leader of
tlie Government, did not keep proper
trading accounts. What does it matter to
the country what the hon. member didi

Mr. Underwood: I admit that.
Mr. GEORGE: The country is not con-

cerned with what was done many months
ago, except that the people are now sut-
ferig a somewhat tardy repentance and
are preparing for a reformation which
will land my bonourable friend, the mew-
lie for Sussex, in the seat of power very
Soon1. I have only one more thing to say,
and that is T regret very much a remark
made by an hen. member opposite in re-
ference to one of the chief witnesses in
connection with the Royal Commission.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I will Dot
allow any discussion on that matter. I
ask the bon. member not to refer to that.

Mr. GEORGE: I was not going to say
.anything objectionable. M-%ay I refer to
the "Eucl as one of the steamships iii-
eluded within the scope of the Royal Conki-
mnission 4

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
do so provided that he keeps within the
rules of order.

Mr. GEORGE: I am desirous of keep-
ing within the rules of order. When a
Ro-yal Commission is appointed in refer-
ence to any State matter, such as one
was with reference to these steamships, of
wihich the "Eucla" is one, those who come
forward to give information as witnesses
in connection with such a commission
should at any rate be protected from the
coindemnation which some of them have
received during the present session.

The Attorney General: You are very
sensitive on their behalf.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : The leader of the Opposition gave
the reason when speaking on the Address-
in-reply, because of something he thought
had taken placo.

Mfr. GEORGE: May I ask the Honor-
ary Minister to pnt his question through
you, Mr. Speaker, then I can reply to it.
I wanted to point out that this House
should, above everything else, see that
those -who are called, or are likely to be
called, as witnesses before a Royal Com-
mission are protected from any charges
that might he made against them in this
'House. Those witnesses, if they come for-
ward fearlessly and give their best, whe-
ther it suits the people in power or not,
in the interests of the State in connection
with at matter of this sort, should, at any
rate, be protected against statements from
which, if those statements were uttered
outside this Chamber, they would be pro-
tected by the law. I do not think it is
necessary to say anything more than the
few remarks T have made. T naturally
felt van' indignant that the Premier by
his statement should take up the attitude
of deferring the giving of information
which members on this side have a right to
ask for, and when the members of the
Government resume their place on ibis

[29]

side of the House, which they will do be-
fore long, I hope that they will profit by
1hle lesson they have tried to give to the
Opposition.

Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN (Honorary Min-
juster) : I disagree with the hon. member
for Murray..Weilington. I say it is not
advisable to give figures until one has a
properly audited balance sheet 01f ac-
counts. I want to give a comparison to
show the inadvisability ot doing so.
During the last year in which the lion.
member for Murray-Wellington held the
honourable position of Commissioner of
Ratilways-

Hon. Frank Wilson: What has that to
do with it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : I am going to explain the reason
why accounts should be audited. The hon.
member presented an account on the 30,th
June, 1906, showing that he had stores
in hand valued at £E239,113 6s, 10d. Dur-
ing the year from the 30th June, 1906,
to the 30th June, 1907, the storekeeper
presented aL report to the bon. gentleman
and showed in that report, which was not
an audited report, hut purely a statement
made to the hon. member, that the whole
of the stores and material received
through the Agent General durng that
year amounted to £28,496 2s. 3d.: the
value of stores and material -which hie re-
ceived from local merchants and pur-
chased from the Eastern States amounted
to £225,669 14s. 6id. That means that for
the stores in hand when he presented his
'balance sheet, with the stores received as
stated by his storekeeper, there would be
a total amount of £493,269 3s. Pd. Dur-
ing the year the storekeeper in his report,
an unaudited report, stated tbat be had
issued material from the stores to the total
amount of £C348,831 139. 1id., which would
leave him, in the ordinary way of think-
ing, stores in stock on the 30th June,
1907, to the value of £146,437 9s. 10Od.
But, M3r. Speaker, the auditor's balance
sheet came out ias presented by the hon.
member to this House-it was the last
balance sheet presented by him as Com-
missioner of Railways--and instead of
showing stores to the value of £1I46.437
9s. l0d.. it 'showed stores in hand to the
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value of £244,475 9s. 1d., or £98,037
19s. 3d. more than the other figures would
prove to be the value of the stores in
stock at that time. Therefore, it shows
that to give information until the ac-

counts are properly fixed up is likely to
lead anyone in a wrong direction. Those
latter figures showing stores in hand are
taken from the annual report which, I
take it, is an audited statement. The
other, the storekeeper's statement, is not.

Mr. Geore: The books are all audited.

Hon. IV. C. ANGWIN (Honorary M in-
ister) : One is a statement from the store-
keeper such as is asked for by the mem-
ber for Kinmberley. The hon. member
asks what is the cost of running, and the
amount of money received, in-an exactly
similar manner as the information which
was presented to the member for Murray-
Wellington when lie was Commissioner
for Railways, relating to the~ stores he re-
ceived, and the stores he issued, and then
when the annual balance sheet came out
it was found that he showed he had over
£98,000 worth more stores than the figures
which had been supplied by the store-
keeper. This is not the first time I have
mentioned this incident in the Chamber,
but after that the storekeeper's report
was kept out of the annual report alto-
gether.

Mr. George: Am I responsible for
that!

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : I never said the hon. member was.
These statements I have made are old, but
they' show the inadvisability of acceding
to a request such as that made by the
member for Kimberley. There is no
doubt that the bon. member will have all
the information that he desires at the
earliest possible moment, that is, immedi-
ately the accounts are made out under the
Trading Concerns Act; then information
not only in regard to the State steama-
ships bu~t to all the other trading concerns
will he supplied in the form of a duly
audited statement. That ought to satisfy
hon. members opposite or reasonable
members of the community, but I know
that whatever information we supply will
not satisfy members opposite.

Mr. MALE (in reply): I do not think
it needs many words from meo to reply to-
the discussion which has arisen on the-
motion I moved in the earlier part of the
evening. I quite thought from the atti-
tude of the Government last Wednesday
that any thirst for knowledge I might
have in regard to the State Steamship,
Service would be i-esented and refused.
The only palpable reason put tip by the
Premier is the fact that the accounts have.
not been audited, and this point has been
emphasised by the Honorary iitr
who also declared that it was not safe to
give figures unless they were audited. I
take it from that, that from now on it
matters little what we ask for in the way
of returns, we shiall not get any informa-
tion until the accounts are audited. That'
seems to me a very weak reason and a
very poor one too. We have the right to
certain figures, and certain returns canbe
made out without having been audited.
As the leader of the Opposition pointedt
out, in connection with the books kept for-
the State Steamship Service, each trip
has practically a profit and loss account
of its own, and after each trip it ought
to be possible to ascertain what the cost
has been, the amount of wages, the quan-
tity of coal consumed, and other charges.
There is also the manifest which gives the-
correct return of the cargo carried, and
the freight collected. There is also the
return of passage money, and all the fig-
uires and the facts that are required, and
what I asked for was a return of certain
of these figures. T did not ask the Pre-
mier to furnish me with a profit and loss
account. I knew it was not in his power
to do so at the present moment, but I was
entitled and the House and the country
were entitled to have certain figures in
connection with the trading concerns, or
any other concerns that it might have
been desired to seek information about.
The Premier tried to get very heroic in
his remarks and wanted to reflect on this
side of the House by stating that we
would deprive the settlers in the South.
Eastern portion of this State from get-
ting a mail service or getting a steamer
service of any kind. The Premier knows
very well that nothing of the sort is in;
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the minds of hon. members on this side
-of the House, hot I still contend that 'we
.are entitled to certain figures to endear-
-our to ascertain for ourselves whether the
country and the settlers and the people
in the State generally would not bave
been better off to-day if we had continued]
to pay a subsidy instead of running a
,service of our own.

Mr. SPEARER: Order! The hon.
member is bringing in new matter, which
-will not be allowed.

'Mr. MALE: I think the Premier re-
ferred to the fact that too large a subsidy
have been asked by a private company in
ceonnection with the carrying of mails
from Albany to Eucla, and the fact that
this subsidy was asked by a private com-
pany rendered it necessary for the State
Government to bring along a steamer to
save the situation. The amount of the
subsidy the Premier said was some £6,000
--I am not certain of the actual figures.
Our proportion previously was, I believe,
£750 per annum. Even supposing we had
to pay a similar proportion, we -would
have saved-

The Premier: Supposition again.

Mr. MALE: The Premier only had
bad supposition to go on.

The Premier: I had facts before me.

Mr. MALE : Even supposing our
subsidy bad increased from £750
to the difference which would have
brought the figures up to £6,000.
IF still feel that we should have
made a mnch better bargain if we had
paid the subsidy. The Premier refuses
to give us any figures and the chances are
that we shall not get them until after the
House adjourns. I still contend that we
have a right to these figures, so as to see
for ourselves what the position is, and I
firmly believe that bad 'we paid the addi-
tional subsidy the country would have
been better off.

Mr. Hudson: D~o you know what sub-
si dy the Adelaide Steamship Company
asked for a renewal of the contracts

Mr. MALE: The Premier has already
told us and if the hon. member will not
li*n T do not intend to repeat the in-
formation. We have a right to the in-

formation which is asked for in this mo-
tion so as to make comparisons, but ap-
parently from the Premier's remarks,
and those of the Honorary Minister, it
will be useless in the future for us to ask
to be supplied 'with figures because the
reply will be that the figures have not
been audited, and that the figures con-
tained in the books of the different trad-
ing concerns cannot be relied upon until
they have been audited; so that, there-
fore, we shall get no informiation at all.

Mr. Munsie: Anything bar the State
steamers.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Mr.
Mr.
IMr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.

127

Majority against .. 15

Alien
Broun)
George
Harper
Let roy
'Mitchell
Monger

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Catrdirier
Mr. Gill
Mr. Green
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lander
Mr. LeWIS
Mr. McDonald

Mr. A. B. Plcase
Mr. A- N. Ples
Mr. P. Wilsou
Mr. Male

(Tailor)

Noe.

Mr. McDowell
Mr. Muliany
Mr. Munsle
Sir. 'OtLoghlen
Mr. Price
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B. J. Stubba
Mr, Swan3
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Tbomnas
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker

Mr. Helimano
(Teller).

Question thus negatived.

RETURN-DIAMONDO DRILLING
SUJBSIDIES.

On motion by Mr. HARPER (Pin-
gelly) ordered: "That a return be lad
upon the table of the House 9howing the
amount spent on siibsidising diamond
drilling on the goldfields for the financial
year ended 30th June, 1913."1
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PAPERS- BALLA BALLA JETTY,
LEASING.

On motion by Mr. GARDINER (Roe-
bourne) ordered : "That all papers in
connection with the recent leasing of
the Ball Hall jetty be laid on the table
of the House."

Resolved:- That motions be continued.

RETURN-AVONDALE ESTATE, RE-
VENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

Mr. BEGUN (B~everley) moved-

That a return be laid upon the Table
oif the House, showing: 1, The amount
of money expended in live stock, seed,
manure, insurance, management, wages,'
and other requirements, other than im-
pro vements on the Avondale estate
during the year 1911-1912. 2, The
total amount of revenue received from
the above estate during 1911-1912,
irrespective of revenue derived from
the sale of stock des patched to the
Avcondale estate from other State
farm.

Hle said : In regard to this motion I
may explain that the Minister for Lands
has approached me on the subject and
pointed out that it would be very te-
dious for the officers of the department
to go through all the items and give me
every little 4etail in connection with
each of them. In consequence of this I
am prepared to amend my motion by re-
stricting its application to a balance
sheet showing the receipts and expendi-
ture for the year 1911 -12 of the Avondale
estate. 'My object in doing this is to
save the officers of the department so
much trouble as would be entailed in
getting out the whole of the information.
I would like the Mfinister to allow me to
reserve the right to ask for details in
connection with any particular time
about which I may desire the fullest in-
formation. If the Minister will do that I
will anzree to amend my motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : The lion. member
can only amend his own motion with the
unanimous c~onsent of the whole House.

The Minister for Lands : With the
permission of the hon. nxewber. and in

order to facilitate the matter, I will move-
the amendment.

Mr. BROIJN : Perhaps that will b&
the better mnethod.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon-
T. H. Bath): I move an amendment-

That all the words after "a" in the
first line be struck out writh a view to
inserting "balance skeet showing the
operations of the Avondale farm for
the financial year ended 30th June,
191.7, be laid on the Table of the
H1ouse."1

I muay say that although this is not one
of the concerns gazetted under the Trad-
ing Concerns Act, we have a balance
sheet prepared. I informed the hon.
member of that, and suggested that it
would probably meet his desire with re-
gard to the information asked for in the,
motion. In the event of his desiring any-
further information I will be willing to,
supply it, as far as possible, to the hon.
member. T have the balance sheet pre-
pared and will lay it on the Table at art
early date.

Amendment (that all -words after' "a"'
in the first line be struck out) passed.

Mr. PRICE (Albany) :There is just
one question I desire to ask the Minister-~
He proposes to insert in the amendment
the date 30th June, 1913, whereas the
original motion makes mention of 1911-
12.

Mr. Broun :I asked for 1912-13, al-
though it appears on the Notice Paper
as 1911-12.

Hon. . MITCHELL (Northam) : I un'-
derstand the motion as amended wilt re-
quire the Minister to supply information
in regard to the working of the Avondale,
estate, that is to say, to supply a profit
and loss account in connection with the.
cropping and stock.

The Minister for Lands: It is already
prepared.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course the
Mlinister will see that we get information
which will show a credit to the farm for
the stock belonging to the Government
which has been running on the farm. I
understand the Government have padl-
docked a good deal of stock there fr~u
time to time ginee the estate was pur-

S12



[27 ALC.LST, 1013.181

chased, and the Minister will require to
credit the estate with a fair amount for
paddocking the stock. Otherwise, the ac-
counts will not show a true statement as
between those cattle and the actual stock
bought and sold on account of the estate.

The Minister for Lands: The balance
sheet will show the whole of the opera-
tions. The balance street is a complete
statement of the operations on thle estate.

HRon. J. MITCHELL: Thea again, thle
estate has been held up from sale for the
past two years, and, naturally, interest on
the purchase money for tile blocks that
have bean reserved will require to be de-
bited.

The Minister for Lands: It has been de-
bited.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: I would like to
point out that I am very hopeful tlie wock
of this estate will show a profit, and for
that reason [ am glad that this balance
sheet has been asked for. But the Minister
lias! I think, exceeded his powers in tile
reserving of the estate for the purpose of
cropping. In my time, it is true, I deter-
ruined thatiEthe estate should ho utilised,
and crops sown in order that interest
might be earned; hut I did niot propose to
refuse an application for any block within
the subdiv-ision.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is niot
within the scope of the discussion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This estate is be-
ing worked, and a balance sheet is asked
fo r iii connection with the working of the
estate. I desire to point out that this es-
tate has been held up from sale, and, it
having been held up, the interest on the
whole of the unsold portion of the estate
will have to be charged against the profit
of the farm. Whilst I hope that the oper-
ations will show a profit, it is indesirable
that the estate should be held and worked.
Ulnfortunatety, we are asking for a bal-
ance sheet because the estate might long
ago have heen sold. I understand thbe
Minister is now selling the estate.

The Minister for Lands: Not all of it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well, I hope the
Minister, when he presents the balance
sheet, will let us know what he intends to
do with regard to this farm in the future.

It is desirable that repurchased estates
should be dealt with as soon as possible.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is eni-
tirely beyond thle scope of the discussion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the result
of the balance sheet wilt be that the estate
which the Minister has in his hands at
Avon dale will be dealt with as it should be
dealt with, and nlot continued as a farmL,
not under present conditions at any rate.
If we have earned a profit, it has to be
remembered that this is not one of the
ordinary State farms, It is permissible,
I think, to discuss this aspect of the ques-
tion. it will hr very satisfactory to find
that we are making a profit, and 1. Want
tile Miniister to realise that if hie is going
to run thet estate as a State farm the
House should be taken into his confidence.

Tire Minister for Lands:- I have already
done so. I have given the Hlouse the
reasons for retaining it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1 know the Mini-
ister said something in the House about
growing seed wheat, but I do not know
what thle Minister intends to do in regard
to the reserved portion of this estate. I
have heard that the intention is to run it
as a State farn.

The Minister for Lands: I have told yout
already the reasons for retaining it; I7 hare
given them to the House.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: 1 do not know
what the Minister intends to do, but if lie
is going to run it as a State farm the
House should be told.

The Minister for Lands: You have been
told.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It should lie
made quite clear to the House what he in-
tends to do in regard to the farm. How-
ever, we are to get a balance sheet show-
ing the actual profit made. The MNinister
has denied us the right to get any of the
details. Of course, he has told the member
for Beverley that he will supply detail&
of any single transaction;, but it would
have been better to let the motion go
through in its original form. It is desir-
able to hav-e a profit from the farm, and
as we are to get a balance sheet we-
have something to be thankful for.
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Mr. LANI)ER (East Perth): I would
like to have seen this motion go right back
to the inception of this estate. '['his is one
the black "specs.' that helped to put sonme
hon. gentleman in the position iney are
in to-day. What is wanted in connection
-with this estate is a correct balance sheet,
a balance sheet in connection with this
estate, and, if it were permitted, I might
say, in connection with the purchase of it.
This would] be something worth placing
before the electors of Western Australia,
the whole business iii connect ion with
tlte Avondale estate. The only thing I re-
gret is that I have not a similar properly
to haind over to my friends, the same as
this estate was purchased by the previous
Government from their friends. It is one
,o those black marks which always tend
to the discredit of any Government.

Mr. BROUN (in reply) :My object in
framing the motion was to have some idea
as to whether the Avondale estate was be-
ing run at a profit or not. I did not think
hon. members would wish to go back so
far as the putchase of the Avondale es-
tate; because it is a well known fact that
the estate could have been disposed of long
ago if the Minister for Lands
had been desirous of disposing of it.
My reason for asking for this informa-
tion is, as I have already stated, that I
want to see a balance sheet in order
to know whether the estate is being
run at a profit, and I hope that in show-
ing a profit and loss account the -Minister
will take into consideration the whole of
time details, including interest, the profits
made on the paddock and the stock, and
the profits the Agricultural Department
have made out of growing wheat and
other crops. The Minister has already
informed me that the whole of these de-
tails will be considered when the balance
sheet is being framed. Therefore, I am
quite satisfied to take the balance sheet
as produced by the Minister, more especi-
ally as he has promised me that if there
is any item I wish to go into in detail
I may do so.

Amendment put and passed.
Question, as amended, agreed to.

RE'RulN-PlOWVELLISCD TIMBER:
ROYALTY PAID BY RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.

'Mr. GEORIGE (Murray-Wellington)
moved-

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House, showing the total amount
to June .50th, 1.913, paid by the Rail-
wray Department to the holders of the
powellisig process as rapialtq on-
(a.) Sleepers used by the department
itself: (b.) Sleepers treated for 'i/her
State departments: (c.) Bridge and
building timber used hij the depart-
ment itself; (d.) Timber used by the
department for -ar and wagon con-
struction and repair.

There should be no objection to thle in-
formation asked for being given. The
reason for desiring the particulars was
that in connection with the State enter-
prises the Government were venturing on
rather a new departure in regard to the
powellising Process, and he wanted to
gatisfy himself as to what wvas likely to
be the cost of the process in connection
with those enterprises.

Question passed.

RETURN-RAILWAY EM1PLOYEES'
VISION AND HEARING TESTS.
Mr. LEWIS (Canning) moved-

That a return be laid upon the Table,
showing-I, The number of employees
in the Transportation Branch of the
Railway Department who were exam-
ined in vision and hearing for the 12
months ended 30th ,Tune, 191IR. 2,
The number of such men who failed in
such tests.

The object in asking for the return was
to ascertain the effect of the new method
recently adopted by the Railway Depart-
ment for testing men's eyesight. In the
past it had been the custom to subject the
men to a practical working test, but now
a new system had been adopted by which
the men were tested by a card with vari-
ous lights close together, and several had
been rejected although they had subse-
quently succeeded in passing a very
severe examination before a doctor. This
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was a most important mailer, so far as
the officers were concerned, because some
men after years of faithful service had
risen to a higher grade and increased
pay, aind then on being subjected to this
eyesighflt test failed and were reduced to
a lower grade. Whilst it was absolutely
necessary t hat the department should have
men tested so that theyv would be abso-
lutely competent to read signals, especi-
ally men engaged in the running of trains,
still he contended that all that was. neces-
sary was a practical working test as to
the candidate's ability to distinguish one
flag from another in the day time at
distainces of .300, 500, and 800 yards, and
one light from another at night.

Question passed,

PAPERS-HOSPITAL FOR THE

INSANE, CLARBMONT.

Case of Rudolph Rein.

Hon. FRANK WI.ON (Sussex)
moved-

That the petition of certain inmates
of the Hospital for the Insane at Clare-
mnont, forwarded to His Excellency the
Governor on the 22nd May last, as also
a letter. dated the 23rd June, 1013,
fromt aft inmate named Rudolph Rein,
addressed to the Hon. the Premier, be
Placed on the Table of the Howe.

There was no need to speak to the motion
because the Premier was quite agreeable
that the papers should be placed on the
Table.

The PREMIIER. (Hon. J. Scaddan):
There was no objection to the letter and
the petition referred to in the motion
being placed on the Table, hut it was
desirable that the whole of the papers in
connection with the detention of Rudolph
Rein in the hospital for the insane should
be placed before members, so that they
might understand the position better than
if they had only the petition and the
letter of 23rd June. Rein had been given
all the consideration that it was possible
to give. Th fact the Government bad
gone out of their way to see that he, being
a foreigner. was given consideration that

was nut extended to any other inmate in
the asylam. They had endeavoured in
every possible way to satisfy him, but
apparently that would be impossible. H,
moved an amendment-

That all te words after "also"~ in
line 4 dou-n to and including "Premier"7

in line 6 be struck out and the follow-
ing inserted in lieu, "all papers in con-
nection wcith the detention of Rudolph
Hein."

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : This
was a familiar ease. Rein had been known
to him when he was till mining in the
North-West, and since then he (Air. Un-
derwood) hadl seen him several times, and
gone through his papers. The Attorney
Geoeral had also had the papers before,
him. The case ;; as an un fortunate one,
with which lie and the Attorneyv General
had the ntmaost, symnpathy, but the.A had
to admit that Rudoflphi Rein should be de-
tained iii the Claremont asylum.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He writes, very
lucid letters.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: And he talkori
very lucidly in til interview until one
bew the exact eawe that was on the un-
fortunate man's mind. He knew many
of the circumstances in regard to -whiih
Rein complained in connection with the
deep lead worked by Jack McDonald at
Moolyalla. and the charge against the late
Dr. Durack, formerly acting warden oft
the Pilbara goldficld. When one enteredl
into that question with a knowledge of t66
eircumstances he discovered that Rein
was not correct, that he had something
pressing on his, brain, that he was not
absolutely sane. One sympathised deeply
with the man because as a prospector he
had been a mnan amongst men, but theme
was no possible doubt that his mind was
unhinged. What was to be done with
him was a difficult question. He was nnt
a person who could he reasonably allowed
at large, and he could do no good for-
himself if he were liberated. Onl the last
occasion he (Mr. 'Underwood) had seen
him he was worn to a shadow, and was
not likely to do any harm to anybody
except himself. If it were possible to
send the man back to Germany to be
eared for by his people that course s;hould'
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be followed, but having a personal know-
ledge of Hein and his case, lie was of
opinion that 'the (ivverianent could not
possibly do anything for him except treat
him well in th Cla-'remont asylum.

-Hon. PRANK WII$SON (on amend-
ment) -There was of course no objection
on his part to the amendment moved by
the Premier. The notice of motion had
been put on the paper and moved at the
request of the inmate. Rudolph Hein,
who wrote to him in the following terms
under date 29th July, 1913-

Sir,-Oin the 22nd May last thirteen
inmiates of this institution sent a peti-
lion to Bik Excellency. Sir Harry
Barron, K.C.M.G., the Governor Of
this State, to order his 'Ministers to ap-
point a Royal Commission presided
over hy a judgre of the Supreme Court
to investigate the administration of the
Lutnacy Act, 1903. We gave the reason
why a public investigation should he
held On the 12th June last His Ex-
cellency informed me that he bad trans-
mitted my letter of the 22/5/13 to his
Ministers. As the Scaddan Govern-
ment have done nothing in the matter,
T beg you to ask the Premier to lay on
the Table of the House our petition
and a letter of mine of the 23/6/13 to
the Hon. the Premier dealing with my
own case, so that hon. members may
.judge for themselves if a public in-
-restigation should be held. Thanking
Yon in anticipation, f remain, yours
respectfully, Rudolph Rein.

That was a letter which, on the face of
it was couched in proper language. It
simply asked that Parliament should be
made acquainted with this petition, and
whi]4;t realising that this was an exeep-
tionally sad case, as evidenced by the bon.
member for Pilharn (Mr. Underood)
and from some recollections of his own
of the papers on the file, he was, very
muchl struck by the manner in -which this
inmate bad composed his letters and felt
it his duty to neoniesee in the request con-
tained in the letter, aind after mentioning
it to the Premier, had tabled 'the motion.
His; one object was that Parliament should
be seized with the contents of the petition.
Whether it was desirable that the whole

of thle file should be placed on the Table,
lie did not know; he did not remember
sufficient of the papers. The Premier
menlioned that he thought he would put
them on the Table together with the peti-
tion, and the Premier must use his own
discretion. If it was deemed advis-
.able that the whole of the papers
in connection with this uufortunate case
should he brought before Parliament and
'made puhlic, hie must bow to that decision,
but the least we could do was to agree
to the course set forth in the letter that
the petition which could not by any means
expose anythling that ought not to be
made public, and thle letter written to the
Premier which did not contain anything
which ought not to be made public, should
be open to hion, members so that they

mght, if they deemed it desirable, take
fairther action or confer with the Mfinis-
ters as; to what further action should be
taken in this case. Rein alone was not
affected. There had been several in-
quiries into his ease at the hands of the
Government. He (MXr. Wilson) was not
making any complaint at all, but the
petition affected 13 inmates.

The Premier: He is making a com-
plaint and members may' be easily misled
by the petition and the letters.

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: It would he
agreeable to him if the whole of the
papers or any papers which the Premier
thought necessary were laid on the Table,
so that members would be satisfied that
everything that ought to be done had been
done in connection with this lamentable
ease. He was constantly being bombarded
wr.ith letters of this kind and no doubt
other bon. members had had the same ex-
pierience- The Attorney General had re-
ceived many such letters, and had dis-
cussed the matter with him.

The AttorueY General: They are writ-
ten to all the judges.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The time had
arrived -when some of these papers--a
sufficient number-should be made avail-
able to hon. members, and he was only
acceding to the request which seemed a
reasonable one, contained in the letter he
had quoted. -
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Mr. GILL (Leederxille) : It was
pleasing to him that the Premier had
suggested laying the whole of the papers
in connection with this case on the Table.
Like other bon. members, lie had re-
ceived letters from Rudolph Hein on
several occasions and if hie was not mis-
taken, a petition from that inmate had
been presented last year. The one tinder
discussion was presented this year. 'On
readingv the first letter received from this
inmate hie, like the leader of the Opposi-
tion, was impressed. This inmate cer-
tainlyv could write a very sensible letter
and he had thought that a mnan who could
write such a letter did not appear to be
a fit subject for this institution, On mak-
ing inquiries, however, he bad found that,
the Government had been previously
bombarded with letters and had taken all
steps they could possibly take to investi-
gate his case, and bad come to the con-
elusion-and, in his opinion, rightly-
that Rein should be detained in the in-
stitution. Consequently, it wvas pleasing
that the Premier had suggested laying
the papers on the Table so that hioni. miem-
bers, some of whom he knew had re-
ceived letters, could peruse the papers
and see What steps might he taken to
investigate the ease. This would clear
away doubts and convince lion. niemi-
bers that all steps possible, aud in fact
more than were generally taken, had
been taken in this case. He hoped the
Premier would take an early' opportunity
of laying the papers on til Tzleh so that
lion. inombers; could look through them
for themselves.

Amnernuient pint and passed.-

Question. as amended, stareed to.

MOTION-GAME ACT REGIULA-
TIONS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD jPilbaraj moved:
That an address be presented to His

Excellency the Governor praying that
the regulations made under The CGame
Act, 1912, and appearing in the "Gov-
ersnent Gazette" of the 119kI July,
1913, be disallowed.

He said: The particular objection I
have to the regulations is that they pro-
vide that a license fee for killing kan--
garoos shall be £3 and that a license fee
for selling kangaroo. skins shall be X1.
Now, T hold that kangaroos are to a very
great extent in tnany parts of this State
a pest, and that being so, we should not
place any restrictions upon people killing
these animials. I do not know what rea-
son the present Government have for
increasing the license fee, It has been
suggested that it is with a desire to
Secure revenue, It ieemrs to me there
aire nianv, ways which would be more
prod~ictivle of revenue than that of in-
creasing the license fee for shooting
1kang-aroos. There may be, say 100, pos-
sibly 200 kangaroo shooters' licenses
taken ouit in this State amid if we in-
crease them from £1. to £3 each, and also
charge them El for selling the skins
after theyv have obtained their-a matter
that is open to arguiment-it would only
amount to Ft few hundred pouds. I
want to point out that it is only a few
years ate Einee the State xvss paying
£1,000 a year for the destruction of kan-
earoos beceause it was found that they
were destroying the grass and drinking
thle Water 'which thle p astoaliSts required
to feed and water their sheep on. It is
right enoughzl to talk of getting revenue,
but I contend it is not a fair and legitiA
innate proposition to try to get revenue
from personts engaged in killing a pest.
It has been stated that a good deal of
money is obtainedl from the sale of kan-
garoo skins. I think the amount last
year was something like £620,006. The
amount obtained in Victoria for a similar
period in respect to rabbits and rabbit
skins was something like a quarter of a
million pounds; yet nobody has ever sug-
gested that people should be licensed for
obtaining rabbits. I would also like to-
point out that there are many other op-
portunities for increasing license fees as
well as those of kangaroo shooters. For
instance, there is a license for cutting'
firewood. Some thousands of pounds, and
possibly illioins of pounds worth of fuel
is being cut in the Kalgoorlie and East-
ern Goldfields districts to supply the&
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-mines with fuel and the license for cut-
ting the wood is Is. a month, whereas,
when it comues to shooting kangaroos the
'Government ask people to p.a.y £3 or £4,
1 am not exactly sure which, hat I can
quite understand that by the time the
policeman his had an argument with the
kangaroo shooter the man would pay £4.
A man can get a license to look for gold
and other minerals all over the State in
the form of a miner's right for 5is. a
year. Some tens of thousands of pounds
are obtained by fishinz in this State and
a man can get a license to fish for U. a
year and T think if he applies later than
the 30th Junehe can get it for l~s. Com-
ing to the question of kangaroos, I am
forced to the conclusion that there has
been a very great deal of what might
he called ma~udlin sentiment in regard to
the preservation of Australian 'game. As
regards Australian game. I sabmit, to no
man in my' desire to see that game pre-
served, hat there is no po-;sible chance
of the kangaroo being' oxterminated.
We provide in our present Act that no
one can take certain game, including
kanax-oos an'd opossums uncsthey have
a license and where there arc restricted
districts these animals must not be killed
at all. Those men wvho have been en-
deavouring to grow ai hit of' wheat a little
further out than anyone else has been?
know perfectly well the enormous dam-
age that can he done by kangaroos, and
those who know human nature as it is
displayed in Australia, are aware that
whether the law forbid-, it or not, if a
kangaroo or anything else destroys a
man's wheat lie will sh3ot it. I defy the
Hon. 'Mr. ltingsmill, or any other run-
mad sentimentalist, to prevent the settlen
of this country from shooting kangaroos
-when they arc undoubtedly destroying a
wheat crop. or are interfering with at
man's prospects of getting a living.

Mr. George: Why should they be put
under a penalty as they are uinder the
Act I

M1 fr. IT ERWOOD: There is another
proposition. It was stated in the previous
Act that people could kill kangaroos for
food. Of coarse, I sympathise, after
serious and long experience, with any-

body who has to eat any part of a kan-
garoo except the tail, and I want to say I
do not care for too much tail.

Mr. George: It is not too bad for a
change.

Mfr. TNrDERWOOD: Not as a change,
but tinned dog is better than kangaroo.

Mr. I,. B. Johnlston: Oh!

Mr. U'NDERWOOD: There we have
the suburban bushiman again. There is no
doubt that the hon. gentleman has been
through King's Park and has plucked
sonic kangaroo paws. As a matter of
factT ' was born in the bush, and was
reared there, and had my share of kan-
garoo before T was as high as one of
these chairs.

Mr. George: What about pork and
kang&aroo?

MIr. UN1KDERWOOD: I will admit that
to eat pork cooked with kangaroo does
nor spoil the pork. 'We know, so far as
the South-West is concerned, so far as
the wheat area is concerned, that the set-
tler in that area are going to shoot any
kangaroos they find damaging their crops,
and those who like them to eat are going
to shoot them for food, while those who
do not care about them for food, will pos-
sibly shoot them for fowl feed: but look-
ing- at the matter fairly and squarely.
we know that the kangaroo, so far as the
wheat areas of the south-western districts
are concerned, must become extinct. If
we retain the kangraroo in the South-West
area the only pla c to do so is on a re-
serve. We have a considerable flora and
fauna reserve and we could increase it.
Ac; a miatler of fact it would not matter
munch to the seFttlement Of this country if
we reserved (lie whole of the Darling
Range, and on that reserve we could g-row
all the fauna desired. hut when we come
into the settled parts of the country,
where men are tryiu to get a living, we
must recognise that thle kangaroo is going
to be exterminated. So much for the.
South-West. Let mue tell hon. members
that in the 'North-West we have an en-
tirely different proposition, and T am sur-
prised indeed that the Hon.Mfr.Kingsmill,
who knows that country, should altogether
overlook this point. In the North-West
we have millions, tens of millions, hun-'
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dreds of millions of acres of land which
wiDl never be closely settl~d, and on that
land it is not possible to exterminate the
kangaroo. The kangaroo shooters will
only follow that occupation when kan-
garoos are plentiful. 'While they are
scarce it will not pay them to follow it,
and there is no possible or earthly hope
of the kangaroo ever being extinguished
in Western Australia.

Mr. Swan: Agar Wynne extinguished
him.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Agar Wynne ex-
tinguished Charlie Fraser's kangaroo, but
it is a different kangaroo I was speaking
of. I want to say that this House has
never had a fair chance to discuss this
proposition.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We have discussed
it often.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I think that in
1907 the hon. member for Northam,' who
who was then Honorary Minister,
brought down a Bill providing that kan-
garoos should not be shot in prescribed
areas, and he promised that the Bill would
not apply in the 'North-West. This par-
ticular Bill in 107 came before the House
in the last day or two of the session,
and at an early houir in the forenoon,
about 11 o'clock. At that time the then
member fur Oeraldton (Mr. .T. L.
Brown) moved an amendment to insert
the words "and areas" after the word
"conditions." The object was so that the
-Act would not apply in the North-West.
It was recogised by every man in the
Chamber that the kararon wa-s a pest
in the N.orth-West. The thien member for
(iascoyvne (Mr. Butcher) made a state-
ment as a pastoralist of some experience
that hie had found the kangaroo caused
very considerable damage. He found
that a kangaroo eats about twice as much
grass. and drinks about twice as much
water as a sheep, and if there were a
nuamber of kangaroos on a ma' run it
simply meant that hie could not keep so
many sheep upon it. The then member
for Geraldton moved his amendment,
seeking to provide that the measure
should not refer to the North-West. The
Minister said there was no necessity for
the amendment, as the object desired

thereby was attained by the provisions
in Clause 2 of the Bill. He said, "Uinder
the clause it was provided that certain
areas should be proclaimed. This would
meet the object of the hon. member."
Mrx. Butcher said -

The Committee would be safe in
allowing the clause to pass now that
the Minister had given an assurance
that he would frame regulations not
preventing the free shooting of kan-
garoos in the North. A squatter told
him that more kangaroos watered at
certain wells on his run than sheep.
He -wav strongly opposed to licenses
being issued to kangaroo shooters in
the NL orth-West portions of the State,
for persons should be encouraged to
destroy kangaroos there,

Mr. Brown then said-
After the assurance of the Minister

the Committee could safely leave the,
matter in his bands. If men had to
obtain licenses fewer kangaroos would
be shod. He asked leave to withdraw
his amendment.

The amendment was by leave withdrawn.
In saying that he would leave the matter
in the hands of the Minister was where-
M~r. Brown made the mnistake. In that
case we ]iad the assurance of the
Minister that there were not going
to be any license fees charged ire
the North-West. Immediately 'we got
into recess out came regulations putting
the license fee up to £1, and that license
fee was enforced throughout the North-
West. Tbe Minister did not know it, I
have told him before. We members of-
the North-West were victims of mis-
placed confidence. When this Bill came-
before the House last session the horn.
member for Gascoyne (Mr. McDonald)
hung it up to a considerable extent, and
eventually it was knocked out oa a point
of order, It was introduced again and
we struck it again in the morning after
an a-night sitting; and on that occasion
we had the assurance of the Premier that
it was not going to apply. The debate-
was resumed as follows, in connection
with Ctause 10-

Mr. McDonald: It was his intention-
to move an amendment to this clause,.
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end he had the consent of the hon.
gentleman who introduced the Bill in
another place.

The Premier: I cannot agree to it.
Mr. McDonald: We could vote

against the clause and throw it out. He
was bound by the people he repre-
sented not to allow a clause like this
to go through without making some
protest.'

The Premier: You will kill the Bill.
Mfr. McDonald: Whatever might be

the fate of the Bill, lie would be com-
pelled to move that provision be made
in accordance with the terms of the
second schedule that the law referring
to marsupials should be struck out for
al portions of the State north of the
twenty-seventh degree of latitude. That
would not interfere with the intention
of the Bill so far as the preservation
of marsupials was concerned.

The Premier: I will give you an op-
portunity at the beginning of next ses-
sion to adjust the matter if you like.

Mr. MHcDonald: On that under-
standing hie would not press the re-
quest.

The clause was put and passed. They
took Mr. McDonald down just as they
Aid Mr. T. L. Brown.

Mfr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Gaseoyne,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon, member
for Gascoyne just as previously they did
the hon. member for Geraldton. I will
say this for the Premier that a Bill has
been introduced, but in the meantime in-
stead of giving heed to the protestations
of members from the North-West, repre-
senting the country where kangaroos are
an undoubted pest. instead of allowing
things to go on until that new legislation
was enforced, they have raised the fees
for shooting, kangaroos from £1 to £3,
and have put in an extra license of £1
to sell them. Of course, they claim that
that does not apply. but I cani imagine
the position with a reasonably well edu-
cnated policeman aind a kangaroo shooter
in the North-West. The latter pays £3
for a license to shoot, then goes to sell
'his skins, and the policeman asks him
-whether his license is for selling, and al-
though the Attorney General may he able

to explain matters, notwithstanding that
the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill may be able to
explain that a man has not to have a
license to sell as well as to shoot, I am
of opinion that it will work out that
those attempting to obtain kangaroo skins
in any part of the country will have to
pay £4 for the privilege of doing so.

Mir. George: That is quite right.
Isr. UNDERWOOD: I want to say, in

conclusion, in regard to the South-West
that kangaroos will be shot, and we have
this position, that if it costs £4 to sell
those skins they will be allowed to rot.
There is no possible shadow of doubt that
the people in the South-Western districts,
in the wheat areas, will kill the kangaroos
if we put that charge on them. It
simply means that they will either
break the law, which is highly prob-
able, or they will let the skins rot.
I think it is inadvisatble to have laws of
this description. It is inadvisable to
have laws which result in an absolute loss
to the State, by reason of those laws be.
ing responsible, as in this case, for the
skins of kangaroos being allowed to rot,
or having laws which the people are in-
clined to break. In regard to the North-
WVest, it is absolutety impossible for kan-
garoos ever to he exterminated by ordin-
ary process. There are millions, of acres
of land where the kangaroo is at home and
where hie will always he at home. In re-
gard to the pastoralists selling skins of
kangaroos which have been shot by nat-
ives, T understand that the member for
Gascoyne intends to deal with that aspect
of' the question. I trust that the motion
will be carried and that the regulations
will he disallowed. I might explain that
I have discussed this matter with the Pre-
Mier, who said that the House ought to
discuss it and come to a decision on it.
I desire to submiit the motion standing in
my name.

Mr. GEORGE (M1urray-Wellington):- I
have listened with great attention to the
speech of the lion, member. As it hap-
pens, this question has created a certain
amount of interest in the south-western
districts, owing to the increase in the num-
ber of kangaroos to the detriment of the
settlers there. As the House is well aware,
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in the Darling Ranges, or that portion of
the Darling Ranges which has been given
up to the timber workers, these workers
Are closing in, and for a hundred miles
or more, they are driving the kangaroos
from out of the timber country to the set-
tled lands, and to every word which the
hon. member has uttered, I can give my
personal corroboration. This matter be-
ame so serious that I was asked by some
-of my friends to see what could he done.
I wrote to the department and put a num-
'ber of questions to them. The first was

Can a land owner kill opossumis on
his own ground where they are a nuis-
ance and depredatory to his orchards?

The experience there is that opossums nip
-off young tree shoots; they get on to the
fruit spurs of the apple trees and play the
raischief with them. They take off the
_young bark which they regard as good
food, and when they get into an orchard
they do a considerable amount of dam-
age all round, and it takes time to get rid
of them. The answer I received to that

-question was-
Not unless special permission is given

by the 'Iinister under Section 21 of
the Game A~ct, 1912.

'That section slates-
The Minister may, in writing, author-

ise, for a stated period, any person or
the servants of any such person, to kill
or destroy any imported or native game
found on his property, and committing
any damage or injury, provided that
the Minister is satisfied that such ii'-
jury is likely to arise through the pres-
ence of such game.

Hon. members would think that that in
itself would be nearly all that was wanted.
But I went a little further with my ques-
tions and asked-

If so, can the land owner sell the
skins9

I hold that whatever animal it may ho that
is doing damage, the land owner, if he
kills that animal, and finds that there is
a possibility of getting a little return by
-selling the skin, Should be able to do SO.
The answer I received was,-

Not under the existing legislation.
It may, however, be possible should the
amending Game Bill, which it is antici-

pated will he introduced to Parliament
this session, be passed.

In the meantime the orchards are being
damaged and owners who may take steps
to protect themselves will incur the risk
of coming tnder the penalty' pro-isions
of the Game Act. I agree with the hon.
member who moved the motion that when
a man is acting in defence of his property,
when he is seeing the fruits of his labour
attacked, and that his time and money
are going to be wasted, and hie is taking
drastic action, he should not render him-
self liable to a prosecution. Then in my
letter to the department, I wvent further
and asked whether the same thing applied
in regard to kangaroos both large and
small. The answer I got, which I think
was very unsatisfactory, was as fol-
lows:

The taking of the kangaroo proper
within the kangaroo reserve is strictly
prohibited, but an amendment to the
Game Act, 1912, will, it is anticipated,
be introduced this session, which will
vermit of licenses being issued to take
kangaroo for food purposes on the
kang-aroo reserve to bona Hie settlers
who, owing to the igolated position of
their homesteads, are unable to obtain
reasonable supplies of fresh mecat. This
license, it is anticipated, will bear a
sinai! annual fee.

I am certaip that bon. members would
nlever have agreed to passing that
measure last session if they had tiad any
idea of the extent of the kangaroo re-
serve. This reserve in question is-

That portion of the State bounded
on the south and west by the sea coast,
and on the north and east by a line
Starting from North Point on the sea
coast and running in an easterly direc-
tion through Mount Lesneur to a point
north of the Kellerberrin post office;
thence south' till it intersects a south-
easterly line extending from Mount
Stirling to the mouth of the Fitzgerald
River; thence along the said line in a
south-easterly direction to the mouth
of the Fitzgerald River aforesaid, in-
cluding the isands adjacent to the sea
coast aforesaid.
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Hon. members will see that this is making
practically a third of Western Australia
a reserve for kangaroos. If it is to be
said for the sake of sentimental reasons
that kangaroos are of more importance
to the State than settlers or orchardists,
I think it should be distinctly understood
when we are inviting people to come and
settle here, that they do so at the risk of
growing their crops for the sake of keep-
ing native game.

Mr. O'Loglen: Does the kangaroo do
much damage to an orchard?

Mr. (I EORCTIE: No, I have been re-
ferring to opossums, but I shall come
to kangarocis directly. Then come,; the
amusing part of the whole thing, the reply
from the department goes on-

Relative to the small or brisli kuna-
roo, there is no prohibition against the
taking of I liese for food lpurpo.,es only,
except on reserves for native game,
provided their skinls are not disposed
of for sale or barter.

I have already drawn the attention of
hon. members to the fact that the reserve
covers about a third of Western Auis-
tralia. The reply of the department goes
On-

Should it he desired to sell or barter
the skins- of the animals so taken, a
license to take and kill native game will
have to be taken out, the fee being £3
per calendar year, or .30s9. to the 31st.
December if taken out after the 30th
June.

The hon. niemiber asked me just now if
kangaroos did touch damage to orchards.
I was referring wore particnlarly to the
destructive work done by opossums in
orchards, and my friend the member for
Albany will confirm my remarks because
there are a large number of orchards in
his district. So far as the kangaroos are
concerned they are with us and there are
boomers from 4ft. 61n. to Oft. in height,
and we know that one of these wilt eat
as much grass as half a dozen sheep,
and we know also what damage they will
do if they get into a crop.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are you not making
them rather tall?

'Mr. GEORGE: I have seen them that
height, and I have shot one in this State-
quite as tall as myself. I can show the
hon. member plenty of them 4ft. Bin, or-
5ft. in height. They go into a crop and
feed on it and dance around until one-
is led to think that they are going mad.
If an hon. member wt!nt to a cornfield'
where ten or fifteen of these kangaroos
had been, lie would wonder what on earth
had taken place there. I saw a field last
wveek where kangaroos had been, and it
looked as if something had been dragged
right over it. I am pleased that, this ques-
tion has come up, because if it had not
been brought forward, I should have,
thought it necessary, in the interests of
myv constituents in the South-West and
also in my own interests, to have brought
the question under notice. T consider that
the Game Act has gone too far altogether.
The regulations, the Government may
make mafy be very full indeed, and may
enable reserves. to be made wider, as has
already been done, than Parliament ever
f-ontemplated. I am certain that the-
Honse would never have agreed to the
measure being passed if this position had
been placed clearly before members. As
the member for Pilbak has stated, we,
are not likely to exterminate kangaroos.

Mr, O'Loghlen: You wilt in the South-
West.

r.GEORGE: I -would be very pleased'
if they were exterminated. I might draw
attention to a great danger that those'
who run sheep in the South-West incur,
where there are kangaroos. There are
some Jpeople who shoot kangaroos, possi-
bly for the skin and possibly for food.
If it is for the skin, they leave the ear-
case, and if it is for food, they take what
they require and leave the rest. Anyone-
who has to do with sheep knows that the-
greatest enemy the sheep has is the blow-
fly, and it comes along and breeds where'
these caresses are left, and afterwards
attacks the sheep. That is a very serious
danger, and causes great anxiety amongst
those who run sheep. I hope the House-
will pass the motion. So far as the charg-
ing of a license fee for shooting kangaroos:
on one's own ground is concerned, it ought
to be borne in mind that the kangaroos ir
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sudh 'instances are shot so that the crop
might be protected. If a land owner is
permitted to kill these pests when they are
*doing damage to the crop, I think the
-question of charging a license fee is oit-
tirely wrong.

in 'Mr. 0'Loghlen: Could you not trap
them'I

Mr. Price: You are not allowed to do
10.

Mr. GEORGE: We could trap themi,
'but -we are not allowed to do so. If we
trap them we commit an offence under
-this Act, and render ourselves liable to
penalties which should not be imposed
upon us. I hope the House will pass the
Tesolation, and that the Government will
-give effect to it.

Am MceDONALD (Gascoyne):. In ris-
ig to support this motion, I must say

-that I regret the occasion. When the
Game Bill was. passing through the House
I said-and it is my opinion still-that
in my desire to preserve the native fauna
I take second place to noe member of either
Rouse. But, as has been pointed out
by the member for Pilbara (-Mr. Under-
-wood), certain provisions in that measure
,did not ineet thle views of those of us who
-represent the 'North-West, more especially,
Clause 10, dealing with licenses. The-
member for Pilbara dealt with pretty
nearly every lphase of the question. Hfe
pointed out that a short time ago the Gov-
enment of Western Australia were pay-
ing £1,000 a year for the destruction of
kangaroos, notwithstanding which their
numbers were not decreased. Shooters went
into various pails of the State outside
of the prohibited area, and made fairly
decent livings while engaged in. that avo-
,cation. Yet, paradoxically, the kangaroo.;
seemed to increase, despite the shooting.
-To give an idea of how great a pest these
-animals are in the Upper Gascoyne dis-
trict, I may say that although three tons
of skins were brought down the river to
Carnarvon after the first rains, there were
still remaining seven tons of skins await-
ing opportunity of being brought. down.
Taking the fair average weight of a dry'
skin, it may be reckoned that those seven
tons represented 25,090 *kangaroos, and
that in- only one small portion of a con-

stituency. The other North-West constitu-
encies, larger even than the one to which I
refer, are in a similar posi tion. The kang-
aroos are undoubtedly increasing in those
districts, and are a serious pest to th e pas-
toralist. The member fur Murray-Well-
ington (Mr. George) said that a certain
species of kangaroo would eat as much
as would live or six sheep. We mnay sate-
ly take it for granted that anty kangaroo
will eat as nuinth grass and drink as mudh
wvater as will ally one sheep. Therefore.,
these 25,000 skins show that the kangaroos
had been destroying- food and water
enough to maintain 25,000 sheep. When
the Bill was going through the House I
ncentioned to a station owner at Roe-
hourne that a kangaroo shooter had killed
10,000 kangaroos. He joyfuly remarked,
"That makes room for 10,000 sheep."
Yet, notwithstanding that fact, he had an
advertisemiet in the local paper stating
that anly one shooting kangaroos on his
station without p~erinissiotn would be prose-
eured.

ll1im. IV, C. Angwini (Honorary M'vin-
ister) :. I supinse lie was alive to the value
of, the skins.

Mr. MeDONALD: T do not think it wag
that -: ( thiink it was nmerely that he might
tave eertain riclhts o)ver the conitry Coi-
priserl withini his boundaries. llowever,
tlhat will have In eonic tunder another
ninenditeeit. 111141 I hot-C beftore loll,- antf
a muend men I will he ni ad e i- that tile anl-

nalyv ma % be removed. The member
for Pilbara. referred to mny Predecessor,
Mir. Butcher. Two months ago Sir. Bitt-
eier was paying a mait 30s. a week and
nll the skins so that hie might retain imt
t here to help get rid oIf the [ecss I wag
down driving a shiort time ago along a
rabbit proof fence which takes in pretty
well half the constituencies of Ror!-
bourne and Gascoyne. Within a hIun-
dred miles of a run along that fence
were the bodies of 2,000 or 3,000 kan-
garoos. Those bodies were plainly vis-
ible, and the bones scattered about might
have represented atnother 2,000 or 3,000
of the animals. It is said of an English-
man that it is his custom to remark, "It
is a fine 6hy; let uis go and kill some-
thing." He is always. Iookinz for so mA-
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thing to kill; Governments, on the other
hand, are always looking for revenue.
It does not matter what Government may
be in power, whether Labour or Liberal.
revenue is the first thing in the mind of
every member of that Government, and
I can picture a Cabinet meeting held in
Perth within the last two or three
months. The Treasurer is sorrowful, and
on being asked the reason replies that he
must have revenue, that lie must increase
taxation. Possibily' somebody says, "What
about a land tax?"1 "Ohb, no, that won't
do, there are too many cockies in the
House; wc would icever get it through."
"Well, what ahout an income tax?",
"Less hopie than ever for that, It would
meet with opposition in both Houses."
"Can we (Io anything with the gold-
fields?" "No, the goldtields members are
too strong±." 'Th en a ray of light breaks
in on one of them and hie asks, "What
about the North-West?" The member
for Pilbarn pointed out how confiding the
North-West members are and how easily
they are gulled. This seemed the best
way out of the difficulty, or at least a
certain means of raising; a certain
amount of revenue.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Alin-
ister): While Ministers want revenue,
members want expenditure.

Mr. McD)ONALD: That is only fair.
The point I want to make is this:. It
is hardly fair to tax the lowest paid
man, or the man at the lower end of a
particular industry, and let the others
go scot free. When the Penrling Bill
was going through I pointed out that,
while general licenses cost £4 a year,
exclusive licenses cost El a year. There
is the same distinction. A bard-working
man with nothing but his labour is taxed
to the extent of £4 a year, while others
who have their banks, which may ac-
cumulate and increase in value, and with
no labour conditions to act against them,
are let off with £1, I pointed it out to
the Minister in charge of that depart-
ment, and pointed out that in Shark Bay,
where the revenue was, large in compari-
son with that of B~roomae, they were pay-
ing £4 in comparison with £1 in the other
place. The Minister said, "It is not fair;

I will alter that.' -At this I rejoiced, be-
cause I thought that the price would be
reduced. But the Minister evened things
uip by increasing the license fee in the,
North. They could not tax the pearlers
in the North-West any further, so they
decided to get something out of the kan-.
garoo shooters, who already had certain
difficulties to contend with. When re-
cently visiting mny own constituency I
had brought under my notice some of
those very difficulties. I pointed out that
we were in recess and that nothing could
be done until Parliament met, but that
the Premier had promised to bring in
new le-ila lion which would relieve them
to a certain extent. Yet the first thing
we find are these regulations on the
Table, whereby the license fee is in-
creased from £1 to £3. And what does.
this license fee give, what privileges does
it confer? The member for Pilbara has
shown that a wood cutter may go any-
where on Crown lands or on pastoral
lease and cut wood. The sandalwood
cutter similarly has the right to go and
get sandalwood on any land. The miner's
right enables a man to prospect from
one end of Western Australia to another,
but this license gives a man no right
whatever, except to shoot kangaroos on-
unoccupied land. A man paying a
license fee in Carnarvon to shoot kan-
garoos, unless he get permission from the
owners or the managers of stations,
might have to travel 400 or 500 miles be-
fore he found unoccupied land on which.
to shoot.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. MeDowall>
took the Chair.]

The Premier: They should be glad to
have him to shoot on those stations.

Mr, McDONALD:- In certain circum-
stances they should be. That was the
reason for raising objection to that par-
ticular clause. They have refused to
give this permission, and cases have been
recently tried for trespass on pastoral
leases. Men who had licenses to shoot
kangaroos, and who were following that
occupation on different arels, were sum -
moned before the police Woart andi finit
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heavily, fined savagely in one instance.
The prosecutor was manager of the
station, while the owner of a neighbour-
ing- station and the manager of another
were the two justices. The witnesses

;is)were connected with the pastoral
industry. This kangaroo shooter was
brought before that court so constituted
and ined £10 and £:2 10s. costs for merely
a nominal trespass, no damage at all be-
ing proved. However, on it being pointed
out to the justices thai the verdict was
.a savage one, they reduced the penalty
to £5. I may say that on representations
becing made subsequently to the Attorney
Gleneral lie remitted the tine altogether on
condition that the defendant paid the
cost. When we see tbe4e people charged
a license fee without being given' the
riirlt to shoot we realise that it is a par-
ivilarl v ridiculous situation. Of the

cnit ions in the Sout h-West I have but
little knowledge, hut in the portion of
lie State which I reinesengt, I know per-

fectly well the difficuilties under which
those men suiffer, and to mny mind the
regiflotions should be disallowed, and the
license fees d]one away with altogether.
"peaking to a Nor'-Wester only yester.
*la v on this question I learnt that the
manager on one of the stations on the
Ons~oy' ne, owing to the long dry season
they had experienced, would not pay
mucth attention to his sheep for the time
being, but that lie. and all his hands, were
out shooting kangaroos for the revenue
to be derived from the sale of the skins.
On another station my informant had
been brought into the wool shed, whene
the manager said to him, "When you
were here last you saw 700 bales of wool.
There is no wool here ilow, but 7,000
kangaroo skins instead." His men, with
a big tribe of niggers whom he had on
the place, had gone out shooting these
kangaroos for the skins, paying no li-
cense fees, although there were a dozen
men in the same district who had paid
for licenses to shoot kangaroos, and who
were not allowed on that or any of the
surrounding stations for the purpose of
shooting kangaroos. In that way we
give a monopoly of all the native ani-
mals, gafar as any revenue derived from

the sale of their skins is concerned, to the
landholder. At the same time we give
the man who takes out a license the right
to shoot, but allow the station owner or
manager, as the ease may be, to prevent
him going on to the holding to. shoot.
But, as I said in the beginning, that is
another question. This Act cannot deal
with that at all. But because of the fact
that the license gives a man no power,
although other licenses give powers in
other directions, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : I have much pleasure in sup-.
porting this motion, because there is no
doubt that this new regulation has done
great injury to those people in the North
who now find themselves called upon to
pay an exorbitant license fee, but I wish
to say that in the South the settlers are
feeling very much the effects of this
new game regulation. From the very
earliest days of settlement in Western
Australia up to last June there was a
lai% that allowed any person to kill a
kan~garoo bona fide for the purposes of
food. That law came to an end some two
mouths ago. In parts of my own dis-
trict there have been public: meetings,
at which every house in the locality was
represented, strongly protesting against
this prohibition being placed on the
settlers' fond supplies, and in letters I
have received from progress associations
it is pointed out that in some parts to
many families kangaroo flesh is a neces-
sity, and if settlers in a poor way are
prevented from shooting the kangaroo
they will be obliged to starve.

Mr. O'LoghLen : Howv does it stop
them shooting ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In the North
they are prohibited from shooting the
kangaroo unless they pay a license fee of
£4 per annum. In the South the shoot-.
ing of kangaroos is now entirely pro-
hibited. Under this now regulation set--
tiers cannot kill the kangaroo even for.
food.

The Premier: The regulation has
nothing to do with it.

Mr. EL. B. JOHNSTON: Well, uiiaet
this Act.
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Mr. Underwood : The most absurd
Act ever passed in any country.

The Prenmier : We had nothing to do
with the Act.

Mr. E. B. JOHNTSTON: I know that.
The Bill was a private one and it slipped
through without anyone heowing any-
thing about this provision, but I con-
gratulate the Government on the fact that
since the matter has been brought under
their notice they are taking steps to give
settlers the right to once more kill the
kangaroo for food.

The Premier : I do not know that we
ar.

M1r. E. B. JOHNSTON : The Colonial
Secretary assures me that the Govern-
ment are, and I understand that a Bill
to that effect has been introduced in an-
other place. If the killing of the kanga-
roe is to be prevented, that prohibition
is going to do great injury to the small
sheep farmers west of the GIreat South-
ern line, because there particularly a
number of the fences are old and merely
wire ones; the kangaroos can walk right
through thenm and they become a perfect
nuisance in the paddocks, to the detri-
ment of the small sheep farmer, unless
the settlers are allowed to kill them. The
question arises as to whether the sale of
skins should be continued on the present
basis, and I understand that the Gov-
ernment hare untler consideration the
necessity for stopping people from kill-
ing kangaroos for the sake of their
skins, whilst pretending that they re-
quire the flesh for food purposes. It has
been suggested, and I think wisely, that
perhaps the best means would] be to limit
the number of skins that any one man
can sell, or else that the Government
should either buy or supervise the sale
of skins where the sellers do not hold
licenses. I hope that something in this
direction will be done. I have merely put
forward the matter from the point of
view of my own district, but I wish to
say that I resent the action of the hon.
member for Pilbara (Mir. Underwood)
on a matter upon which I am in complete
agreement with him, in taking the oppor-
tunity to pass round some of those un-
couth remarks for which he is notorious.

I think he might have left those remarks
out of an otherwise nice speech on a sub-
ject of which he showed some knowledge.

Mr. PRICE (Albany) I do not in-

tend to take up much time of the House
on this question, but it is one that affects
very closely a large number of the people
I have the honour to represent. Some
time ago a settler in the Albany electo-
rate, living nearly !sixty miles away from
any centre Of Population, had occasion to
apply to the department for permission
to shoot kangaroos for merely food pur-
poses and his application was absolutely
refused. To-d1ay that man ogoes in fear
and trembling whenever he shoots a kan-
garoo for food purposes that be will be
proceeded with under the Act, which pro-
vides for a mnaximum penalty of £20 for
the first offence.

Hion. J. 'Mitchell ; le does it all the
same.

Mr. PRICE: But if a policeman
catehcs him, he is liable to pay a penalty
of £20. 1 am not concerned with the
plea of the member for Pilbara, that
kang-aroo shooters have to pay a license
fee of £4, so much as I am with the fact
that a large number of people are pre-
vented from getting fresh meat. At-
tendtion was draM n earlyv in the debate
by the member for Murray-Wellington to
the fact that considerable damage is dlone
by the marsupials in the South-West.
That is the case right throughout the
district and it applies not only to
kangaroos, but also to the opossums.
Attention was drawn by the hon.
member to the fanet that orchards
are severely attacked by these pests
-they are nothing but pests--yet
-we find to-day that trappers and even
the owners of orchards are absolutely
precluded from trapping or in any way
interfering with them. If a person
does interfere with the pests, he is liable
under Section 14 to a fine of £20 for the
first offence and for a second offence
imprisonment for six -mouths or a fine of
£100.

Hon. 3. Mitchell -He can get per-
mission.

Air. PRTCE : He cannot get per-
mission. Will the hon. member take my
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assurance that applications have been
made for permits and they have been re-
fused?

Hon. J1. Mitchell: Well, the Minister is
wrong.

31r. PRICE: I have made application
on behalf of a resident in my own district
and it has heen refused.

Ilon. J. Mitchell; Then I apologis for
the Minister.

Mr. PRICE: Tlhe only object I had in
rising was to draw attention to the fact
that the harm which is being done to the
kangaroo shooters in the North-West is
quite a minor matter compared with the
harm that is being (lone to the settlers
away from the centres of population
throughout the Sonthi-West portion of the
State, where first of all they have to put
up with all the terrible damage done by
the kangaroos to erop and fences, and
then are precluded from shooting the
game or using them it' aly way for food
purposes. That is a position which I
think should be altered by the Government
at the very earliest possible date. The
present Act is out of all reason, so far
as the penalty clauses aire concernedI in
its application to the protection of this
native game.

iMr. Heitmann: It has not effected
much.

Mr. PRICE: I can assure the hon.
member that the Act does affect Ihe
settlers much. The penalty sections are
some of the most severe that can possibly
be imagined for what is, after all, a
trivial offence, when they provide a fine of
£290 for the first offence and for the second
offence a fine of £100 or six months im-
prisonment for shooting a kangaroo. But
not only is the Act severe in regard to
penalties. Subsection 2 of Section 13
reads--

In every prosecution under this Act
an averment in the complaint that the
person charged with the offence was an
unlicensed person or employed an un-
licensed person, or that the native game
was taken or killed for sale or barter
shall be deemed to be proved in the
absence of proof to the contrary.

1913.] S27

In other words, the very fact that a man
is found with a kangaroo or a portion of
a kangaroo in his possession is to con-
stitute proof that he is guilty of an
offence under this section.

Ifr. Heitmann: It is as bad as sheep-
stealing.

Mr. PRTCE: It is worse than sheep-
stealing. Then Section 14 provides that
the very fact of a person having native
game in his possession shall be taken as
evidence of guilt, and for the first offence
lie may be fined £20 and for the second
offence sent to prison for six months or
lined £100.

The Premier: When was that Act
passed I

Ilr. Heitmann: In 1912.
Member: At seven o'clock in the

morning.
Mr. PRICE: I may add that when it

went throuigh I was not present in the
House. However, I hope that now the
actual position in regard to the Act has
been put forward, the Government will
take an early opportunity of not only
repealing the regulation, but of also re-
pealing the Act and dealing with the pre-
servation of native game in something
like a rational manner.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin
(Honorary Minister) debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.


